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	Reviewer’s comment

Artificial Intelligence (AI) generated or assisted review comments are strictly prohibited during peer review.

	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)



	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	This manuscript addresses the issue of land degradation in India, a pressing issue with far-reaching consequences for agriculture, ecosystems, and socio-economic conditions. With India’s large population dependent on agriculture and the rate of land degradation increasing due to climate change and intensive agricultural practices, this review provides a timely and comprehensive overview of the challenges and potential solutions. It highlights the need for sustainable land management practices and is consistent with global development goals, making it highly relevant for researchers, policy makers, and practitioners working on environmental sustainability, food security, and rural livelihoods.
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	The title "Navigating Land Degradation in India: Impacts on Agriculture, Livelihoods, and the Path to Sustainable Restoration" is apt. It accurately reflects the scope and focus of the review article, clearly indicating the geographical context (India), the core problem (land degradation), the key impacts (agriculture, livelihoods), and the future perspective (pathways to sustainable restoration).
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.
	The abstract is quite comprehensive and effectively summarizes the main aspects of the paper.  There are no major additions or deletions.
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	The manuscript appears to be scientifically correct. It draws upon established definitions of land degradation from authoritative bodies such as the United Nations Convention to Combat Desertification (UNCCD) and the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC). The paper cites various studies and reports to support its claims regarding the extent, causes, costs, and consequences of land degradation in India. The data presented in Table 1 and Table 2 from the ISRO and TERI reports, respectively, enhance the scientific rigor by providing quantitative evidence of land degradation status and economic costs. The discussion on the impacts on agricultural productivity and livelihoods is well-supported with relevant research.
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	The references are generally sufficient and include a good mix of foundational and recent works. Several references are from the last decade (e.g., 2015, 2018, 2019, 2020, 2021, 2023), indicating that the review incorporates recent research findings. This demonstrates a current understanding of the topic.
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	The language and English quality of the article are suitable for scholarly communications. 
	

	Optional/General comments


	To improve the quality and impact of the manuscript, the following additions or revisions could be considered:

- Improving quantitative and illustrative data: While Tables 1 and 2 provide data, the paper could be improved by integrating more quantitative data directly into the text when discussing the extent of degradation, economic costs, or specific impacts on agricultural productivity in different regions of India.

If possible, include charts or illustrations (e.g., maps of severely degraded areas in India, graphs of degradation trends over years) to visualize the data and make the information more accessible to readers.

- Expanding the analysis of policies and implementation mechanisms: The  manuscript has mentioned policy initiatives, but could go deeper into analyzing the effectiveness of current policies of the Indian government in addressing land degradation. Which policies have been successful? Which policies have been weak and why?

Discuss the challenges in implementing the policy at the local level, including institutional, financial, or community participation barriers.

- Dig into specific case studies:Rather than just discussing solutions and impacts in general, including one or two detailed case studies of successful or failed land restoration projects in specific regions of India will make your argument stronger and more convincing. This will clearly illustrate the solutions implemented and the lessons learned.

For example, consider projects on Conservation Agriculture, restoration of degraded land in dry areas, or community forest management.

- Further Analysis of the Role of Climate Change: While climate change has been identified as a major driver, the paper could explore in more depth how specific climate change scenarios (e.g., prolonged droughts, increased flooding, changing rainfall patterns) will exacerbate land degradation in India, and conversely, how land degradation affects the ability to adapt to climate change.
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