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	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	The study employs a three-component reaction involving benzil, aromatic aldehydes, and ammonium acetate in acetone, with nickel(II) borate as the catalyst. The catalytic system proved highly effective, offering short reaction times, good to excellent yields, and tolerance toward a variety of aromatic aldehydes regardless of their electronic effects. The authors optimized the reaction conditions by screening solvents and catalyst loading, identifying acetone and 0.2 mmol catalyst as the best parameters. Results demonstrated that electron-withdrawing substituents on aldehydes favored higher yields in shorter times, while electron-donating substituents slightly reduced yields. The heterogeneous and recyclable nature of Ni(II) borate makes it advantageous compared to several existing homogeneous catalysts. The proposed mechanism suggests activation of both benzil and aldehyde carbonyl groups by nickel(II) borate, facilitating the formation of imine intermediates that undergo coupling to afford the target heterocycles. The methodology highlights not only the catalytic efficacy of nickel borate but also its economic and environmental benefits. Overall, the work provides a useful contribution to heterocyclic synthesis and demonstrates a viable green synthetic pathway for imidazole derivatives.
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	YES
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	YES
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	YES
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	REFERENCES ARE SUFFICIENT
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	LANGUAGE IS GOOD
	

	Optional/General comments


	1. The manuscript addresses an important synthetic challenge and introduces nickel(II) borate as a novel and efficient heterogeneous catalyst, adding originality and practical value.

2. The experimental design is systematic and well-presented, particularly the optimization studies on solvent and catalyst loading, which provide clarity and reproducibility.

3. The discussion effectively correlates substituent effects with reaction outcomes, offering mechanistic insights that strengthen the scientific value of the study.

4. The characterization of the synthesized compounds is limited to melting point determination. Inclusion of spectroscopic data (FT-IR, NMR, or MS) would enhance the reliability and credibility of the reported results.
5. While the manuscript highlights the recyclability and heterogeneous nature of the catalyst, no experimental data or recycling studies are provided. This reduces the impact of the green chemistry claim.
The manuscript is scientifically sound, well-structured, and provides meaningful insights into heterocyclic synthesis. With the incorporation of minor revisions addressing the points raised above, it can be accepted for publication.
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