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	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	This manuscript offers valuable insights into India’s evolving foreign economic policy by analyzing the interplay between minilateral engagements and bilateral trade agreements in the Indo-Pacific region. It fills a notable gap in the existing literature by highlighting the strategic duality of India’s approach, which is often underexplored in mainstream international relations discourse. The paper provides a nuanced understanding of how economic diplomacy can be used as a tool for geopolitical balancing, particularly in a multipolar world order. Its findings are especially relevant for scholars, policymakers, and strategists studying regional integration, middle-power diplomacy, and India’s role in shaping the Indo-Pacific architecture.
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	Yes, abstract of the article comprehensive.
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	Yes, the manuscript is scientifically sound and valid.
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	The references used are generally sufficient and include many recent and relevant scholarly and policy sources. However, several citations are repeated, and some discussions on newer geopolitical formations (e.g., "The Squad") lack contemporary referencing. I recommend the inclusion of more recent policy reports (2023–2024) and scholarly work to enhance the theoretical and comparative analysis, especially on India's evolving position in minilateral forums and trade diplomacy.
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	Yes. English quality of the article suitable.
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	This paper offers a timely and insightful analysis of India's dual-track economic diplomacy in the Indo-Pacific, effectively contrasting minilateral and bilateral engagements. Its structured approach, supported by relevant data and policy context, adds value to strategic studies. However, refining the theoretical framework, updating references, and enhancing clarity in writing will significantly strengthen its academic rigor and publication potential
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