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	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	The manuscript holds importance for the scientific community since it discusses the digital rural-urban divide in banking through ICT in Sri Lanka. It sheds light upon some of the specific challenges encountered by the rural populace, such as very low digital literacy and lack of infrastructure. The study makes the case for some really good ways forward, as well as those that we must definitely work on, for the greater purpose of financial inclusion. Hence, this goes a long way in increasing the knowledge regarding how in practice digital transformation can fit underserved communities in developing countries.
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	The title of this paper would be appropriate for directly addressing the study's prime objective. Thus, the article centers around the main theme-the impact of ICT on banking services-for the various targets-usually the rural banking account holders in a developing country, Sri Lanka. Such a title lends clarity to the basic framework of the study implicit on rural banking experiences and challenges and also ICT advancement toward financial inclusion. The major emphasis of "developing countries" in the title would also generalize the study and hence draw in stakeholders with an interest in financial development on one hand and technological progress on the other in similar countries. Therefore, the title encapsulates the scope of and relevance to the research focus, which gives it a complete profile and high utility for a prospective reader.
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	The abstract bestows a summary of the study with its intended objectives, methodologies, and prevailing outcomes; clear and concise. For greater clarity, the abstract may specify some major ICT tools aimed for analysis, such as mobile banking, digital payments, and cybersecurity interventions. In passing, the unspecified main issues such as cases arising from digital literacy gaps, paucity of infrastructure, and security concerns could be delineated, so as to afford an adjuvant elucidation on the premises dealt with. A simple line of how many respondents and where the study had taken place (rural Sri Lanka, for instance) would complete the picture. On the whole, this would lend specificity and accessories of print information to the abstract.
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	Yes, the manuscript does appear scientifically sound. It follows the necessary research design, makes references to relevant literature, and bases its conclusions on data analysis, thus addressing the central issues of ICT in rural banking in Sri Lanka.
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	The cited references are mostly related with recent publications, some of which to 2023, giving a good bedrock for the study. The manuscript will, however, be more comprehensive should it cite works on digital literacy interventions and rural digital infrastructure development, as well as case studies in similar developing countries. Recent empirical works or reports by reputable organizations such as the World Bank or IMF would also work to improve the theoretical framework.
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	The article is fine with respect to usage of language and quality of English for scholarly communication. The language is clear and concise, and the text is coherent. It uses formal discourse of an academic nature. The terms were used consistently, and the information has been presented in a logical fashion, which helped with the flow and ease of understanding of the article. Grammatical points, syntax, and academic style have been well observed in this article, making it appropriate for an academic or professional segment that is preferably dealing with ICT impact on banking in developing countries.
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