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	Reviewer’s comment

Artificial Intelligence (AI) generated or assisted review comments are strictly prohibited during peer review.

	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)



	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	This manuscript is of great importance to the scientific community, as the evaluation of the hydrocarbons and heavy metals in Iko River, Akwa Ibom state will expose the dangers that aquatic organism and villagers within this community, are exposed to and enable regulatory bodies determine the root cause of this pollution and trace it to the company responsible for the pollution. This creates an opportunity whereby the public could be sensitized on the health impact of drinking water or fetching water from the river.
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	The title of the article needs to be adjusted to "specifics".The community name where the Iko river is situated needs to be added to the topic, as it is not the only river present in Akwa Ibom state. Adjust to: Evaluation of Hydrocarbons and Heavy Metals in Iko River of "add community name", Akwa Ibom State, Nigeria.
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	Yes, the abstract is comprehensive as proper understanding of the study can be gotten from the captivating breakdown in the abstract that draws one's interest to read it up.
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	The manuscript is scientifically correct as it samples were handled properly & preserved after collection and analysis were carried out following the right procedure.
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	Yes, the references are sufficient for the research work. All references stated for regulatory bodies, at the references which are at end of the work, should be cited intext in the body of the work E.g WHO, FMEnv., USEPA and NESREA.Put "and" before the intext reference " Ikpe et al., 2023 under sample collection and treatment, add year to the intext reference "Edjere et al., (no year)" under preparation of hydrocarbons,change intext "2024" to "2016" for Okuo, 2024; "2021" to "2023b" for Ubong et al.2021.

Remove: 
●Remove these Intext references from the body of the manuscript: Ubong et al.2021; Isichei et al., 2015; Wilson et al., 1992; Usoro et al., 2017; Ebong et al., 2025; ATSDR, 1999. They were not cited in the reference at the end of the research work.
●Remove these references that are at the back of the work but not cited in the body of the work: remove Udosen, 2021; Usoro et al., 2017; Wilson et al., 1992; Imoise et al., 2020; Lenntech, 2011; Ntueri et al., 2024; Nwaichi et al., 2022; Okona et al., 2005;Ukpong, 2017.
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	Yes, the language/English quality of the article is suitable for scholarly communications.
	

	Optional/General comments


	Any reference not cited in text in the body of the manuscript should be removed from the references list at the end of work. Any reference listed at the end must be cited intext in the body of the manuscript.
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	Are there ethical issues in this manuscript? 


	(If yes, Kindly please write down the ethical issues here in details)
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