Review Form 3

	

	Journal Name:
	Asian Journal of Biology

	Manuscript Number:
	Ms_AJOB_142302

	Title of the Manuscript: 
	STUDIES ON THE METACERCARIAE (DIGENEA) INFECTING DRAGONFLY NYMPHS OF THE FAMILIES GOMPHIDAE &  LIBELLULIDAE FROM MALAMPUZHA, PALAKKAD           

	Type of the Article
	


	PART  1: Comments



	
	Reviewer’s comment

Artificial Intelligence (AI) generated or assisted review comments are strictly prohibited during peer review.

	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)



	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	This manuscript provides insight into the diversity and ecology of trematode parasites infecting dragonfly larvae in freshwater ecosystems. The identification of three metacercarial species, including the description of a potential new species, contributes to the understanding of parasite biodiversity and host-parasite interactions in an understudied region of India. This study highlights the importance of dragonflies as intermediate hosts in the transmission of trematode parasites, which can impact broader aquatic and terrestrial food webs. The data on prevalence, intensity, and seasonal variation enrich ecological parasitology literature and may inform future biodiversity conservation and parasite management strategies.
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	The current title is generally appropriate, clearly indicating the research subject and location of the study. 
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	The abstract effectively summarizes the study’s objectives, methodology, and key findings. 
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	The study uses appropriate and standard methods for parasite collection and identification. Morphological descriptions are detailed and well-referenced. However, more explanation is needed on how local environmental factors affect seasonal infection patterns. Also, a statement about future molecular or life cycle work to confirm the new species should be added.

Introduction:

· The introduction lacks recent citations and relies heavily on outdated studies. It needs a clearer flow and more explanation on the ecological impact of trematodes. The study aim should be explicitly stated at the end.

Materials and Methods:

· Methods are well described but could include more environmental context. Some citations are old and could be updated.

Results:

· Results are detailed but lack visual support, such as images or drawings to validate species identification.

Discussion:

· The discussion repeats results without enough critical analysis or recent references. It should better interpret ecological significance, acknowledge limitations, and include a clear conclusion section summarizing key findings and future directions.
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	· The references cited include classical and regional studies but lack recent literature from the last 5-10 years, especially concerning molecular taxonomy and ecological studies of trematodes in freshwater systems.

· Including newer publications will strengthen the manuscript’s scholarly context and support claims more robustly.

· The citation style should be checked for consistency, and all references should be verified for in-text citation accuracy.
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	The manuscript is generally understandable and suitable for scientific communication. However, some sentences would benefit from minor grammatical revisions and improved flow for clarity. For example, rephrasing certain sections to avoid redundancy and enhancing transitions between ideas would improve readability.
	

	Optional/General comments


	· Overall, this study provides valuable data on trematode parasites in dragonfly larvae, including a potential new species, but would benefit from clearer presentation and deeper interpretation to fully highlight its scientific contribution.
· The paper is missing a conclusion section. Adding one would help summarize the main findings, acknowledge the study’s limitations (such as lack of molecular data and limited seasonal coverage), and suggest recommendations for future research (like molecular identification and longer-term monitoring).

· Language and formatting should be improved for better clarity and flow. Tables also need to be easier to read.
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	Are there ethical issues in this manuscript? 
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