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	Reviewer’s comment
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	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)



	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	This study addresses an important and under-explored topic — the spatial and temporal variation of cultivable wasteland in a highly productive yet environmentally stressed region of India. The combination of percentage change analysis, trend slopes, and K-means clustering provides a quantitative and visual framework for understanding localized land-use changes. Such district-scale, data-driven analysis is valuable for agricultural planners, environmental managers, and policy makers, especially in regions facing both urbanization pressure and agricultural degradation. The findings also have transferable relevance to other Indo-Gangetic plains regions with similar socio-ecological conditions.
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	Yes, the title clearly conveys the scope (spatio-temporal), subject (cultivable wasteland), and location (Western Uttar Pradesh). No change is necessary.
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	The abstract is generally clear and concise, summarizing objectives, methods, key findings, and implications. However, it would benefit from a brief mention of the specific data sources used (e.g., official land records, government reports) and a clearer statement on the implications of K-means clustering results for targeted interventions.
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	Yes, the manuscript is scientifically sound. The methodology is appropriate, with clear explanations of the calculations and analytical tools used. The statistical analyses and visualizations are relevant to the research objectives. However, some minor clarifications are recommended — for example, the formulae for percentage change and trend slope have formatting issues and should be typeset more clearly.
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	The references are relevant and include both foundational and recent works (up to 2024). A few more India-specific case studies on wasteland mapping using remote sensing and GIS could strengthen the literature review, such as more works from the National Remote Sensing Centre (NRSC) or Planning Commission reports.
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	Yes, the language is clear, formal, and suitable for scholarly communication. Minor grammatical polishing (especially in the introduction and literature review) would improve flow, but overall readability is good.
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