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	Reviewer’s comment

Artificial Intelligence (AI) generated or assisted review comments are strictly prohibited during peer review.

	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)



	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	This study provides insights into growth performance, hematological responses, and limited biochemical data of Oreochromis niloticus, thereby contributing valuable data for sustainable fish farming. In addition, the research addresses the issue of heavy metal accumulation in aquatic plants, although it does not specify the types and levels of heavy metals relevant to food safety and fish health. Therefore, the study still lacks information as a bridge toward the development of cost-effective aquaculture feed and the assessment of environmental risks that could endanger fish health.

	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	The current title is generally appropriate but could be made more concise and focused. A suggested alternative title is: Effects of Pistia stratiotes Supplementation on Growth and Health of Oreochromis niloticus
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	The abstract is reasonably informative but could be improved by emphasizing the main findings (e.g., growth at 10% inclusion level) and highlighting key results on growth markers and hematological stress responses. Furthermore, the abstract would be stronger if it ended with a clearer statement on the implications and practical solutions for aquaculture when using this plant-based supplement.

	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	Overall, the manuscript is scientifically sound and well-structured. However, more details are needed regarding ethical approval for the use of fish as experimental animals, sampling location and environmental conditions of Pistia stratiotes, ethical methods for fish blood collection, detailed procedures for hematological and biochemical analyses, statistical analysis, and consistency of replication (10 fish or 5 fish per treatment) to strengthen the reliability of the findings. Clarification of types and potential heavy metal accumulation in Pistia stratiotes would also enrich the discussion.

	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	The references are generally sufficient and relatively up to date, but the manuscript would benefit from citing more recent studies (within the last 5 years).

	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	The English is generally understandable, but minor improvements in grammar and academic style are recommended. 
	

	Optional/General comments


	This study provides valuable knowledge for sustainable aquaculture. The authors are encouraged to expand the discussion on the practical implications of Pistia stratiotes utilization and to elaborate more on types of pollutants and potential risks of environmental contaminants.
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