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	PART  1: Comments


	
	Reviewer’s comment
Artificial Intelligence (AI) generated or assisted review comments are strictly prohibited during peer review.

	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)


	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.

	This manuscript provides meaningful insights into the central role of teacher competence in shaping student learning outcomes, particularly in the context of social studies education. By examining both teacher competence and class size together, the study addresses a gap in existing research and highlights that quality teaching is more influential than class size in determining student achievement. The findings offer valuable contributions to educational theory, practice, and policy, especially in supporting teacher professional development and guiding resource allocation. Ultimately, this work helps the scientific community better understand how to strengthen teaching effectiveness to improve student learning in diverse classroom settings.
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?
(If not please suggest an alternative title)

	While it is clear, it is quite long and reads more like a report title than a journal article. Academic journals usually prefer concise, focused titles that highlight the main variables and findings.Here are some refined alternatives you could consider:
1. Teachers’ Competence and Students’ Learning Outcomes: A Comparative Study in Bone Bolango Regency Junior High Schools
2. Teachers’ Competence and Students’ Learning Outcomes: A Comparative Study in Bone Bolango Junior High Schools
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.

	The abstract is already comprehensive, but I recommend adding a short context, simplifying the presentation of results, and trimming some technical details to improve clarity and reader engagement.
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	Yes, the manuscript is scientifically correct. The research question is clear, the methodology (quantitative, comparative causal with a 2×2 factorial design) is appropriate, and the use of two-way ANOVA is valid for analyzing both main and interaction effects. The sampling strategy and sample size are acceptable for the chosen analysis, and the findings are presented consistently with the statistical results. While the explained variance is modest and the study is limited to a specific regional context, these are acknowledged as common in educational research and do not undermine the validity of the conclusions. Overall, the study is methodologically sound, and the results are scientifically reliable.
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	The references in the manuscript are generally sufficient and relevant, combining classic theoretical works (e.g., Vygotsky, Dewey, Shulman, Hattie) with some recent studies (Hasanah et al., 2023; Sari, 2023). However, a significant portion of the references are dated (1990s–2000s), and the paper would be strengthened by including more recent international studies (2020–2025) that address teacher competence, class size, and student achievement. Adding contemporary sources would not only enhance the scientific currency of the manuscript but also broaden its international appeal.
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?

	Yes, the language is generally suitable for scholarly publication. The tone is formal, terminology is appropriate, and the structure is clear. However, some sentences are overly long, with minor repetition and grammar issues. A light language edit would improve clarity and readability
	

	Optional/General comments

	Overall, this is a well-designed and relevant study that addresses an important issue in education. The manuscript makes a valuable contribution by highlighting the decisive role of teacher competence compared to class size in shaping student learning outcomes. The methodology is appropriate, and the findings are clearly presented and discussed. To further strengthen the paper, I recommend refining the abstract for readability, adding more recent international references, and polishing the language for conciseness. With these minor improvements, the manuscript has strong potential for publication and impact.
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	Are there ethical issues in this manuscript? 

	(If yes, Kindly please write down the ethical issues here in details)
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