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	Reviewer’s comment

Artificial Intelligence (AI) generated or assisted review comments are strictly prohibited during peer review.

	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)



	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	This article contributes to the developing literature on school security and community policing by providing empirical evidence from Zanzibar, which has not formed a central focus in the current literature. The findings put into context how dominant school security, when integrated with community policing, can result in making schools safer environments with minimal incidences of crime or violence. This book is important to the scientific community since it extends the geographical and cultural scope of security studies, offering analyses grounded in an African island setting that has a tendency to be underrepresented in global debate. It also provides policymakers, teachers, and security practitioners evidence-based solutions for ensuring effective security measures are upheld in schools.
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	“Visible Security Measures and Community Policing in Primary Schools: Challenges from the Zanzibar Experience”
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	Clarity and Grammar – The sentences are long and sometimes awkward (e.g., “the little of jobless corners near to schools”).

Balance – It describes results but does not clearly highlight the background, methods, or significance.

Keywords – Some keywords (e.g., “teachers, students, security guard”) are too general for indexing.

My Suggestion

· Add background (1–2 sentences) → to set context.

· Keep methods concise (not just N=362, but mention survey design).

· Highlight results clearly (main finding + key challenge).

· End with contribution (what it means for practice/science).

· Trim unnecessary details (e.g., police record numbers don’t belong in the abstract).


	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	The study design and data collection are scientifically correct, but some reporting issues (Cronbach’s alpha, terminology, results interpretation) and theoretical grounding need improvement.

Once corrected, the manuscript will meet the expectations of academic rigor for journal submission or dissertation work.


	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	Your references are adequate but not sufficient for a strong journal submission.

They need more 2021–2024 citations, more theoretical works, and some African-focused recent studies.

To strengthen and modernize the paper, I recommend adding:

1. On CPTED and school security
Saville, G., & Cleveland, G. (2021). Second-generation CPTED: Theory, research, and policy. Springer.

Cozens, P., & Love, T. (2015). A review and current status of Crime Prevention through Environmental Design (CPTED). Journal of Planning Literature, 30(4), 393–412.
2. On community policing in education
Gill, C., Weisburd, D., Telep, C. W., Vitter, Z., & Bennett, T. (2018). Community-oriented policing to reduce crime, disorder and fear and increase satisfaction and legitimacy among citizens: A systematic review. Campbell Systematic Reviews, 14(1), 1–131.
3. On African school safety
Olanrewaju, O. I., & Olutayo, O. O. (2022). School security and safety challenges in African schools: Implications for policy and practice. African Security Review, 31(2), 155–170.
4. On recent global perspectives
Warnick, B. R., & Kim, S. (2022). School security: A critical analysis of surveillance, safety, and student well-being. Educational Policy, 36(2), 321–346.

	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	As it stands, the English quality is not yet suitable for scholarly communications (journal submission or thesis defense). It will need:

· Careful proofreading for grammar and typos.

· Rephrasing for conciseness and clarity.

· Adjustments for academic tone and consistency.

My Assessment of the Language

1. Clarity Issues
Many sentences are too long and awkwardly structured, making it difficult to follow.

Example: “the little of jobless corners near to schools” → should be “few jobless groups near the schools.”
2. Grammar and Word Choice
Frequent grammar errors (e.g., “law salary” instead of “low salary”).

Some word misuse (e.g., “visual school security” instead of “visible school security”).

3. Consistency
Terms like “visible” and “visual” are used interchangeably — this reduces precision. The correct one is “visible security measures.”
4. Scholarly Tone
The manuscript sometimes uses conversational phrasing instead of formal academic tone.

Example: “all sings that visual school security doing well” → should be “These findings indicate that visible school security measures are functioning effectively.”
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