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	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)



	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	This manuscript contributes to the discourse on value-based education, particularly within Islamic schooling contexts. It is important for the scientific community because it documents an empirical case of tauhid-based integral curriculum (KIBT) and demonstrates how character education can be implemented holistically. This study enriches the understanding of religious-based curriculum design and offers insights that may inform both Islamic and comparative education studies.
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	Alternative suggestion: Shaping Student Character through the Implementation of a Tauhid-Based Integral Curriculum: A Case Study in Indonesia
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	The abstract is comprehensive and clearly structured (background, purpose, methods, findings, challenges, and conclusion). However, it would be improved by explicitly stating the implications for future educational practices and research.
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	Methodology is appropriate (qualitative, case study, triangulation, Atlas.ti9 support). Findings are coherent and credible.
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	Sufficient and recent, but some entries are incomplete (e.g., Acetylena, 2018). International sources should be added for comparative depth. Examples: 
[1] Guenyari AE, Chergui M, Wahbi BE. A study on the effectiveness of some cognitive activities in teaching integrals in secondary school. Mathematics Teaching-Research Journal. 2022;14(5):66–83. 

[2] Hong DS, Choi KM, Hwang J, Runnalls C. Integral students’ experiences: Measuring instructional quality and instructors’ challenges in calculus 1 lessons. International Journal of Research in Education and Science. 2017;3(2):424–37. 

[3] Hung SP, Chen CT, Chang YL. Development and Validation of the Integrative Activity Pedagogical Content Knowledge Scale for Junior High School Teachers. Bulletin of Educational Psychology. 2023;55(2):401–24. 

[4] Kozubek MT. INTEGRAL EDUCATION BASED ON THE PEDAGOGY OF UNITY. Journal of Vasyl Stefanyk Precarpathian National University. 2023;10(1):205–15. 

[5] Westermann K, Rummel N. Delaying instruction: Evidence from a study in a university relearning setting. Instructional Science. 2012;40(4):673–89.
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	The language is clear, scholarly, and generally suitable. Minor grammatical corrections (e.g., consistency in tense and article usage) are recommended, but overall readability is strong.
	

	Optional/General comments


	1. This manuscript underscores the urgency of tauhid-based character education but does not sufficiently engage with academic controversies or counter-discourses. For instance, it lacks discussion of the global debate between secular and religion-based approaches in character education. It also overlooks possible resistance or critiques from those who argue that integrating a tauhid-based curriculum could foster exclusivity in Indonesia’s multicultural educational context. Highlighting such controversies would sharpen the argument and prevent it from being merely affirmative.
2. This article emphasizes positive behavioral changes among students (discipline, manners, spiritual awareness). However, systemic transformation is not sufficiently articulated. Can the implementation of KIBT transform broader school policies (e.g., the national curriculum, Ministry of Education regulations, or school-community relations in plural societies)? The discussion should be broadened to demonstrate that this case study is relevant to national educational discourse, not just an internal school context.

3. The introduction presents social facts through data on drug abuse and bullying among Indonesian youth, but it does not engage with global trends in character education—such as value-based education, moral education, or socio-emotional learning worldwide. Without connecting to global developments, this manuscript appears overly localized and lacks positioning within international scholarly debates.

4. The social facts regarding rising bullying, drug abuse, and the moral crisis among adolescents provide a strong basis for framing the issue as an emergency. However, this manuscript should more clearly present this as an urgent crisis requiring immediate solutions, rather than merely a “concerning phenomenon.” The sense of emergency would be stronger if supported by longitudinal data (e.g., trends over the past 5–10 years) and by demonstrating the long-term consequences for youth quality if the character crisis remains unaddressed.
5. The proposed solutions through KIBT are clear: teachers as role models, integration of tauhid values, habituation practices, and parental involvement. Nevertheless, the limitation lies in generalization. The solutions remain normative (ideal-typical) and are not critically examined against practical challenges (e.g., insufficient teacher training, parental resistance, or national policy constraints). A critical reflection is needed on whether KIBT can serve as a scalable model for other schools, rather than being a context-specific solution for SMP Integral Hidayatullah.
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