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	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	This manuscript contributes valuable insights to the scientific community by highlighting the role of student leaders as active stakeholders in discipline management within public secondary schools. By integrating Participatory Decision-Making Theory and Arnstein’s Ladder of Citizen Participation, the study advances understanding of inclusive leadership practices in educational settings. The mixed-methods approach enriches the empirical evidence on how collaborative strategies, such as training, teamwork, and valuing student contributions, enhance school discipline. These findings not only fill a gap in the literature on student leadership in the African context but also offer practical implications for policymakers, educators, and researchers seeking to promote participatory governance in schools.
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	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.
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	Overall, this manuscript is well-structured, clearly articulated, and supported by relevant theoretical frameworks. The use of a mixed-methods convergent design strengthens the credibility of the findings, while the focus on actionable strategies makes the study highly practical for educational stakeholders. The inclusion of both quantitative and qualitative data provides a balanced and comprehensive perspective on the issue. However, enhancing the discussion section with more connections to existing literature and expanding on the broader implications for educational policy at the national and global levels could further strengthen its academic contribution.
Strengths:
The manuscript demonstrates a strong theoretical grounding through the use of Participatory Decision-Making Theory and Arnstein’s Ladder of Citizen Participation. The mixed-methods approach ensures methodological rigor, while the inclusion of diverse stakeholders (heads of schools, teachers, and student leaders) enriches the data. The findings offer practical, actionable strategies relevant to both policy and practice.

Suggestions:
Consider expanding the literature review to include more recent studies on student leadership and discipline management, especially from diverse contexts. Strengthening the discussion by linking findings to broader educational leadership theories could enhance its scholarly impact. Clearer presentation of quantitative results may also improve readability.
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