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	Reviewer’s comment

Artificial Intelligence (AI) generated or assisted review comments are strictly prohibited during peer review.

	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)



	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	This manuscript makes a valuable contribution to the educational research literature by examining multigrade program implementation in a specific regional context within the Philippines. The study addresses a critical educational strategy used globally to provide access to quality education in remote and underserved areas, which is particularly relevant for developing countries facing challenges with rural education delivery. The comparative analysis between two districts provides insights into factors that influence multigrade program effectiveness, including teacher training, experience, and resource allocation. The findings contribute to the broader understanding of multigrade education implementation challenges and successes, offering evidence-based recommendations that could inform policy decisions and program improvements not only in the Philippines but also in similar contexts across Southeast Asia and other regions implementing multigrade systems.
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	The current title "The Implementation of Multigrade Program in The Southern and Northern Districts of Conner" is adequate but could be more specific and informative. I would suggest the alternative title: "Comparative Analysis of Multigrade Program Implementation in Southern and Northern Conner Districts, Apayao, Philippines: Teacher Training, Student Performance, and Stakeholder Perceptions." This revised title better reflects the comparative nature of the study, specifies the geographic location more clearly, and highlights the key aspects examined in the research.
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	The abstract provides a basic overview but lacks several important elements. It should include more specific details about the methodology beyond just mentioning "descriptive assessment method," such as the data collection instruments used (questionnaires and SF5 forms). The abstract should also present key quantitative findings, such as the performance means (Southern: 85, Northern: 84) and specific statistical results. Additionally, it should mention the main challenges identified (teacher training gaps, resource adequacy issues) and provide more concrete recommendations. The abstract would benefit from clearer statements about the study's limitations and implications for policy and practice in multigrade education.
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	The manuscript is generally scientifically sound with appropriate research design and methodology for the research questions posed. The use of descriptive assessment methodology is suitable for this type of implementation study. The statistical analyses employed (t-tests, means, frequencies) are appropriate for the data types and research objectives. However, there are some areas that need attention: the statement of the problem section contains an error where it mentions "interactive visualization tools”. The sample size calculations using Slovin's formula are appropriate, and the data collection procedures are clearly described. The results section provides comprehensive analysis with appropriate interpretation of findings, though some statistical reporting could be more precise with effect sizes and confidence intervals.
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	The reference list contains a mix of older foundational works and some recent publications, but it needs strengthening in several areas. While the inclusion of recent works by Liu et al. (2021), Muthivhi & Graven (2022), and Taole (2024) is commendable, the majority of references are older than 10 years. I recommend adding more recent studies on multigrade education from the last 5 years, particularly those focusing on Southeast Asian contexts, teacher professional development in multigrade settings, and comparative studies of rural education implementation. The manuscript would benefit from including more peer-reviewed journal articles and reducing reliance on grey literature and handbooks. Additional references on statistical methods used and theoretical frameworks for multigrade education would strengthen the scholarly foundation.
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	The English quality is generally acceptable for scholarly communication but requires editing for clarity and consistency. There are several grammatical errors, awkward phrasings, and inconsistencies in terminology throughout the manuscript. Issues include subject-verb disagreements ("There are forty-four teachers teaching" should be "There were"), inconsistent use of past and present tense, and some unclear sentence constructions. The writing would benefit from professional language editing to improve flow and readability. Technical terms are used appropriately, and the overall structure is logical, but attention to detail in grammar, punctuation, and sentence structure would significantly enhance the manuscript's professional presentation and accessibility to international readers.
	

	Optional/General comments


	This manuscript addresses an important and relevant topic in educational research - multigrade program implementation in rural Philippine schools. The study demonstrates solid foundational research with appropriate methodology, comprehensive data collection from multiple stakeholder groups, and meaningful findings that contribute to understanding multigrade education challenges. The comparative analysis between two districts provides valuable insights, and the sample size is substantial with 44 teachers, 368 pupils, and 353 parents.

However, several significant issues prevent this manuscript from achieving a higher score.. The manuscript contains notable errors, including an inexplicable reference to "interactive visualization tools" in the problem statement that appears copied from an unrelated study. The writing quality, while generally comprehensible, requires substantial editing for grammar, consistency, and clarity to meet international publication standards.

The reference list, though containing some recent sources, relies too heavily on older materials and would benefit from more contemporary peer-reviewed research on multigrade education. The abstract lacks specific quantitative findings and key methodological details. 

The study's strengths lie in its practical relevance, comprehensive stakeholder involvement, appropriate statistical analysis, and valuable insights for educational policy and practice. With substantial revisions addressing the ethical documentation, writing quality, methodological clarity, and reference updates, this manuscript could potentially reach publication standard. The research contributes meaningfully to the limited literature on multigrade education in the Philippines and offers actionable recommendations for program improvement.
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