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	Reviewer’s comment

Artificial Intelligence (AI) generated or assisted review comments are strictly prohibited during peer review.

	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)



	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	This manuscript addresses a critical aspect of teacher education: how practicum experiences impact pre-service mathematics teachers' classroom effectiveness, self-efficacy, and instructional competence. Its area of focus on Ghana provides helpful information about the issues and capacities of teacher training in the Sub-Saharan Africa part of the world, where the number of empirical studies is comparatively uncommon. Through the exploration of the relationship between practicum, self-efficacy, and classroom management, the study significantly brings in a global argument about how mathematics teaching can be improved, together with the professional preparedness of pre-service teachers. The school will appreciate its implications for educational policies, curricula, and teacher mentorship programmes. This means that it has both academic and practical significance.
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	Yes, the existing title is unambiguous and affects the essence of the paper. Afterward, it can be improved in terms of being specific and academic. 
Alternative Title: Effects of Practicum Experiences on Classroom Delivery of Pre-service Mathematics Teachers in Ghana. This version enhances the flow and accurately reflects the study's analytical nature.
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	The abstract is generally incomplete but outlines the aim, methodology, sample size, and significant findings as well as the recommendations. But these are some improvement ideas: List the given statistical technique employed (i.e., regression analysis) after the introduction in a direct way. Explain whether the findings can be applied outside the sample or not. Consider stating it in your own words: “Based on the survey of 115 pre-service teachers…” → Using the information collected in a survey of 115 pre-service mathematics teachers…” The closing sentence would be improved by reformulation with a judgment to application: The study proposes the reinforcement of practicum models using reflective practice, systematic mentorship, and various teaching situations to prepare pre-service teachers and enhance efficiency in teaching. Please make the abstract in a single paragraph.
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically correct? Please write here.
	The paper adheres to scientific standards, effectively using the reflective practice theory and self-efficacy of Bandura as its theoretical framework. The objectives of the research are well complemented by the research design (correlational quantitative). The research employs a comprehensive methodology that encompasses sampling, data collection, and analysis methods. Proper statistical findings, such as regression analysis and values of significance, illustrate the findings. The discussion section effectively incorporates both the results and relevant literature. The data justifies the conclusions.

Make sure to explain and define terms like the off-campus teaching practicum before using them. By reducing the overuse of phrases like "this confirms the conclusions of...", one could make their synthesis more concise and easier to read.
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	The source base is mostly adequate and relevant, covering both classic sources and recent studies (e.g., 2020-2023). However, it is advisable to conduct more international comparative studies on teacher practicum and self-efficacy in similar contexts within Sub-Saharan Africa, Southeast Asia, or Latin America in the future.

Suggesting adding: 

Adu-Yeboah, C., & Kwaah, C. Y. (2018). Preparing Teacher Trainees for Field Experience: Lessons From the On-Campus Practical Experience in Colleges of Education in Ghana. SAGE Open, 8(4). https://doi.org/10.1177/2158244018807619 
Dorsah, P., Abukari, M. A., Tindan, T. N., & A‑Ingkonge, B. (2022). Beginning teaching: Pre-service teachers’ experiences with supported teaching in schools. Teacher Education and Curriculum Studies, 7(4), 140–149. https://doi.org/10.11648/j.tecs.20220704.15

	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	The article demonstrates a thorough understanding of the English employed in academic writing. However, several areas require grammatical modification and rewriting to become clearer and more concise.

For example, lowering the sample size from 115 student-teachers to 115 pre-service teachers might make the analysis simpler.

You can change or lessen the duplication of phrases (such as the repetitive usage of a high level of agreement).

Having a skilled academic editor proofread it once would improve its overall quality to the point of publishing.


	

	Optional/General comments


	Tables are understandable and comprehensive; however, titles may be made somewhat more descriptive (e.g., Table 2: Descriptive Statistics on the Impact of Practicum on Classroom Delivery).

The application of the Likert scale results is efficient; however, it may be beneficial to provide composite ratios or conduct factor analysis.

The study's limitations must be further articulated (e.g., generalisability, sample representation, and self-report bias).

Although the recommendation for further studies is commendable, it could be more targeted by designing specific research projects or conducting regional comparisons with similar studies.

Based on the review results, the article is a strong methodological piece of academic work. It needed a few improvements in terms of morals, linguistic clarity, and formatting to be publication-ready. 


	

	PART  2: 



	
	Reviewer’s comment
	Author’s comment (if agreed with reviewer, correct the manuscript and highlight that part in the manuscript. It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)

	Are there ethical issues in this manuscript? 


	(If yes, Kindly please write down the ethical issues here in details)


	


Reviewer details:

Salvador Magno Ximenes, Instituto Catolico para a Formacao de Professores, Timor-Leste
Created by: DR
              Checked by: PM                                           Approved by: MBM
   
Version: 3 (07-07-2024)

