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	Reviewer’s comment

Artificial Intelligence (AI) generated or assisted review comments are strictly prohibited during peer review.

	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)



	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	This manuscript offers a timely and original contribution to the field of tourism studies by reframing paid photography services as culturally embedded experiential offerings rather than marginal, transactional services. By integrating Pine and Gilmore’s experience economy framework with the construct of cultural embeddedness, the study advances theoretical discourse on how peripheral economies can be transformed into meaningful cultural engagements. The use of a robust mixed-methods approach combining PLS-SEM with rich qualitative data adds methodological rigor and contextual depth, enhancing the generalizability and practical relevance of the findings. Overall, this research fills a critical gap in the literature on experiential services and sustainable tourism design, with significant implications for scholars, practitioners, and policymakers.
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	Yes, the title is largely suitable. It is clear, descriptive, and academically engaging, capturing the key themes of the study
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	Yes, the abstract is comprehensive and well-structured. It clearly outlines the study's aims, theoretical framework, methodology, key findings, and contributions both theoretical and managerial. It effectively reflects the content of the full article and provides a concise overview suitable for academic and professional readers. However, The latter part of the abstract particularly the sentence discussing managerial implications could be split or slightly rephrased to enhance clarity and flow.
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	Yes, the manuscript is scientifically sound and demonstrates a high degree of academic rigor. The authors have employed a well-established theoretical framework Pine and Gilmore’s experience economy, while introducing the novel concept of cultural embeddedness to contextualize the role of paid photography in tourism. The use of a mixed-methods approach, is appropriate and effectively applied to address the research questions.

The study’s measurement model demonstrates reliability and validity through standard indicators, and the structural model provides statistically significant results. Additionally, the multi-group analysis is properly executed to explore group differences based on tourist and site types. The triangulation of qualitative data further strengthens the scientific robustness by enhancing explanatory depth. Overall, the manuscript adheres to accepted scientific standards in terms of research design, data analysis, and interpretation of findings.


	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	Yes, the references used in the manuscript are both sufficient, recent and drawn from reputable journals. The authors have cited a well-curated mix of foundational works and contemporary studies, reflecting the latest advancements in experiential tourism, cultural embeddedness, and PLS-SEM methodology.
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	The manuscript's language and general English quality are appropriate for academic discourse. The manuscript is mostly well-composed, with a coherent structure, logical progression, and suitable academic tone. 
	

	Optional/General comments


	The manuscript presents a novel and well-executed study on paid photography services as culturally embedded experiences in tourism. The mixed-methods approach and clear conceptual framework enhance both academic and practical value. The analysis is thorough, and the findings are well-supported. While the manuscript is generally well-written, a few sections (particularly in the abstract and recommendations) could benefit from minor editing for brevity and flow. These are stylistic suggestions and do not impact the overall clarity or academic quality of the work. Overall, a valuable contribution to experiential and sustainable tourism research.
The manuscript is a high-quality, original contribution to the field of tourism and service studies. It demonstrates strong theoretical grounding, a well-structured mixed-methods design, and insightful analysis. The findings are relevant and practically applicable. Minor improvements such as simplifying certain dense sections, and refining the abstract and recommendations sections are recommended before publication. 
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