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	Reviewer’s comment

Artificial Intelligence (AI) generated or assisted review comments are strictly prohibited during peer review.

	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)



	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	This manuscript offers valuable insights into how the COVID-19 pandemic and associated lockdown measures have intensified domestic violence among women living in urban slums. Real-life experiences and challenges faced by these women were highlighted. This study helps the scientific community better understand the deep-rooted socio-cultural issues behind domestic abuse. It also underscores the need for stronger, more sensitive public health responses and support systems tailored to protect and empower vulnerable communities during times of crisis.
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	The current title, "Correlates of Domestic Violence among reproductive women residing in urban slum," is clear and informative, but it could be improved by emphasizing the context of the COVID-19 pandemic, which is central to the research.
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	The abstract is somewhat comprehensive but has areas needing improvement for better clarity and completeness. 
· Delete the redundant second objective which repeats the first objective word-for-word.
· Include a brief mention of the mixed-method design explicitly (quantitative surveys and qualitative methods like FGDs).

· Clarify clearly which socio-cultural and COVID-19 related factors were significantly associated with domestic violence (e.g., economic hardship, isolation, limited support systems).

· Specify clearly which forms of domestic violence were most prevalent (psychological, physical, sexual).
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	Yes, the manuscript is scientifically sound overall. The manuscript has several strengths worth highlighting. It uses a careful and well-planned sampling method (stratified two-stage random sampling), making sure the findings accurately represent the studied community. The combination of both quantitative and qualitative approaches allows for a deeper understanding of domestic violence, capturing the issue's complexity from multiple angles. Additionally, the statistical methods used are appropriately chosen and effectively applied. Lastly, the manuscript clearly respects ethical research standards, notably through obtaining informed consent and protecting the confidentiality of the participants.
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	The manuscript includes references that are relevant and supportive of the study’s findings. However, some of the references are dated (e.g., WHO 2002, Heise 1998, NFHS-4 2015-16). Given the study’s focus on domestic violence in the context of COVID-19, it would be beneficial to include additional recent references (2020 onwards) that specifically address how the pandemic influenced gender-based violence globally and within India.
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	Overall, the manuscript is understandable, but the English quality requires improvements for scholarly communications. Several sentences throughout the manuscript could be rephrased or simplified for clarity, coherence, and academic precision. Grammar, punctuation, and sentence structure also need attention in certain sections, particularly in the abstract and introduction.

I suggest thorough proofreading or professional editing to correct minor grammatical errors, eliminate redundancies, and ensure a more polished academic style. This would significantly improve the readability, professionalism, and overall quality of the manuscript, making it more suitable for scholarly communication.
	

	Optional/General comments


	The manuscript addresses an important and timely topic, providing valuable insights into how the COVID-19 pandemic has intensified domestic violence in vulnerable populations, especially women living in urban slums. The use of a mixed-method design effectively captures both statistical patterns and personal experiences, enriching the depth and relevance of your findings.

However, to further strengthen your paper, consider clearly emphasizing how your results could guide policy-makers, community stakeholders, and public health officials in developing targeted interventions. Also, connecting your findings more explicitly with current global literature on COVID-19-related domestic violence will increase the paper’s impact and relevance.

Overall, this study makes a meaningful contribution to the existing body of knowledge, highlighting critical social issues that require immediate attention and thoughtful action.
The study demonstrates notable strengths, particularly in addressing a highly relevant and socially significant issue. However, several areas require improvement. The manuscript would benefit from language and grammar refinement to align with scholarly standards. The abstract should be revised to remove redundant objectives and to provide clearer, more concise findings. Additionally, the inclusion of more recent references, particularly those published after 2020 would strengthen the relevance and timeliness of the work.
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