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	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	Reviving indigenous knowledge through education is crucial for sustainable rural development in Nigeria's Middle Belt as it preserves valuable cultural and ecological practices that promote environmental resilience and community self-reliance. Integrating indigenous knowledge into educational systems empowers local communities by validating their traditional expertise, fostering pride, and enhancing local problem-solving capacities. This approach supports sustainable development by aligning modern education with context-specific practices, ensuring economic and environmental viability in rural areas. Furthermore, it addresses global calls for decolonizing education and promoting inclusive, culturally relevant development strategies.
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	The title clearly articulates the main themes: indigenous knowledge, education, sustainable rural development, and a specific geographic focus (Nigeria's Middle Belt). This specificity helps academic audiences quickly grasp the scope and context of the study. 
It addresses timely topics in academia, such as indigenous knowledge systems, sustainability, and rural development, which are prominent in fields like anthropology, education, development studies, and environmental studies.
The title is somewhat long and contains multiple concepts (indigenous knowledge, education, sustainable development, and a specific region). This could make it less memorable or harder to parse for some audiences, particularly in non-specialized academic settings. Make it short without loss of the general aim of the idea
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	The abstract clearly states the study’s focus on integrating indigenous knowledge into rural education to promote sustainable development in Nigeria’s Middle Belt, specifying the geographic context (Benue and Nasarawa States) and thematic areas (ecological, agricultural, and cultural practices). 
It outlines a mixed-methods approach, detailing specific methods (field surveys, focus group discussions, participatory rural appraisals) and data analysis tools (thematic content analysis, SPSS for descriptive statistics), which provide a robust methodological framework. 

The abstract highlights practical educational strategies (community-based and arts-integrated pedagogies, including crafts, oral traditions, storytelling, and local resource-based art education) and their intended impacts.
Areas for Improvement:
While the abstract mentions "actionable insights into curriculum design and rural development programming," it lacks a brief indication of key findings or specific outcomes. Including a sentence summarizing a major finding (e.g., "Findings revealed that arts-integrated pedagogies increased community engagement by X %") would strengthen its impact.

Scope of Indigenous Knowledge: The abstract broadly references "indigenous knowledge systems" but could briefly clarify the types of knowledge prioritized (e.g., specific agricultural practices or cultural traditions) to avoid appearing overly general.
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