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	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	This manuscript offers valuable insights into the interplay between tourism development, population growth, and cultural preservation in North-Central Nigeria—a topic that remains underexplored in the academic literature. By adopting a mixed-methods approach, it bridges the gap between quantitative statistical analysis and qualitative cultural interpretation, providing a multidimensional understanding of the challenges and opportunities in sustainable tourism. The study’s region-specific focus not only enriches global sustainability discourse but also offers a framework for policymakers and practitioners working in similar socio-cultural and demographic contexts. Its findings have the potential to guide evidence-based strategies that balance economic growth with the protection of indigenous heritage, thereby contributing to both scholarly debates and practical policy formulation.
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	The current title, “Tourism and Population Growth in North-Central Nigeria: A Study of Sustainable Economic Development and Indigenous Cultural Preservation,” is descriptive and clearly reflects the core themes of the study. However, it is slightly long and could be made more concise while retaining its clarity and academic appeal.

Suggested alternative titles:

1. Tourism, Population Growth, and Cultural Preservation in North-Central Nigeria: Pathways to Sustainable Development
2. Balancing Tourism Growth and Cultural Heritage under Demographic Pressure: Evidence from North-Central Nigeria
3. Sustainable Tourism and Cultural Heritage in North-Central Nigeria: Impacts of Population Dynamics

	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	The abstract is generally comprehensive—it outlines the background, objectives, methodology, key findings, and policy implications. However, there are a few areas where refinement could improve clarity and completeness:

Strengths of the abstract:

· Clearly states the problem and regional context.

· Specifies the theoretical frameworks (Sustainable Development and Cultural Landscape).

· Describes the mixed-methods design and tools (SPSS, NVivo).

· Summarizes key findings and identifies policy challenges.

Suggestions for improvement:

1. Add specific statistical results – Including at least one or two key numerical findings (e.g., percentage of respondents supporting cultural protection policies, significance values) would make the findings more concrete.

2. Clarify the main contribution – The abstract should explicitly state what gap in the literature this study fills and how it advances knowledge.

3. Streamline for conciseness – Some background sentences can be shortened to leave more room for results and implications.

4. Include policy relevance in one clear sentence – A concluding sentence summarizing actionable recommendations would strengthen its appeal to practitioners as well as academics.

5. Minor language edits – Remove small redundancies (e.g., “particularly in ecotourism, heritage festivals, and community-based ventures” can be compressed).


	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	Yes
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	The references in this manuscript are generally relevant, credible, and include several recent sources from 2021–2024, which aligns well with current academic standards. However, there are a few points worth noting:

Strengths:
· Inclusion of key international sources (UNWTO, World Bank, UNESCO).

· Use of recent Nigerian-focused studies, ensuring regional relevance.

· Combination of theoretical, methodological, and empirical literature.

Areas for improvement:
1. Duplication – Some references appear twice (e.g., Adeleke, 2022; Akpan & Obot, 2021; Olukoya, 2021; NBS, 2023; UNWTO, 2023). These duplicates should be removed to improve professionalism.

2. Recent global sustainability literature – The manuscript could integrate more recent studies (2022–2024) on tourism–population dynamics, especially comparative cases from other developing countries.

3. Regional policy documents – Inclusion of Nigerian state-level tourism policies or reports could strengthen the policy analysis.

4. Conceptual depth – Additional references on “cultural commodification,” “carrying capacity in tourism,” and “community-based tourism models” would enrich the theoretical discussion.

Suggested additional references:
· Butler, R. W. (2022). Sustainable tourism: A global perspective. Routledge.

· Scheyvens, R., & Biddulph, R. (2018). Inclusive tourism development. Tourism Geographies, 20(4), 589–609. https://doi.org/10.1080/14616688.2017.1381985

· García-Hernández, M., et al. (2023). Tourism carrying capacity: A review of concepts, indicators and assessments. Journal of Sustainable Tourism, 31(6), 1023–1043.

· Mbaiwa, J. E. (2022). Cultural tourism in Africa: Opportunities and challenges. African Journal of Hospitality, Tourism and Leisure, 11(4), 1344–1360.
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