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	Reviewer’s comment

Artificial Intelligence (AI) generated or assisted review comments are strictly prohibited during peer review.

	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)



	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	In the present climate of environmental and economic challenges, this manuscript appears to hold high importance for the scientific community. Its specificity, compared to the current literature, lies in the fact that it targets private equity companies and not publicly traded ones. It can also serve as a reference for Asian emerging markets like Malaysia. Moreover, it emphasizes the role that can be played by sustainability as a profitability catalyst.
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	Yes, the title is suitable. 
The explored case study can be mentioned: 
The Impact of Sustainability Reporting on the Profitability Performance of Private Placement Companies: A case study of Malaysia
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	Yes, the abstract is comprehensive. It covers the objective of the study, the scope and methodology, the main findings, a brief discussion of the results, and the key recommendations.
The paragraph is concise and straightforward.
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	The manuscript seems to be scientifically sound and aligned with common research practices in business and finance. A quantitative approach is used to analyse the relationship between sustainability and profitability with a clear definition of the sample, timeframe, and results.
More details about the data collection (e.g. how the 118 companies have been chosen?), and the OLS regression application (e.g. comparison with other models) can be provided.

	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	Most references are too old. More recent publications should be included, like:
The Dual Impact of Sustainability Disclosure on Corporate Performance: An Empirical Analysis of Chinese Firms (2025)

The impact of sustainability reporting on the cost of capital: evidence from Vietnam's listed companies (2025)

ESG practices and investment decisions in private equity funds: recovering debates on business sustainability (2025)

	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	A thorough proofread is recommended. There are some grammar errors, examples include:
-Strike a balance among profitability and long-term sustainability between

-to fall such this gap-to fill such a gap or this gap
-British/American English: One should be selected according to the journal guidelines

-shows a firm’s commitment
Some long sentences should be splitted for better readability.
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