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	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	Aspergillus aflatoxiformans, a filamentous fungus, is known for producing a wide range of secondary metabolites—some with valuable bioactive properties, and others, like aflatoxins, that are harmful mycotoxins. Harnessing the beneficial compounds while minimizing the production of toxic ones presents both a challenge and an opportunity in microbial biotechnology. One promising way to steer this balance is through co-culture strategies, where A. aflatoxiformans is grown alongside other microorganisms to influence its metabolic output.
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