Review Form 3

	

	Journal Name:
	Asian Journal of Advances in Agricultural Research 

	Manuscript Number:
	Ms_AJAAR_141855

	Title of the Manuscript: 
	EFFECT OF NUTRIENT COMBINATION ON GROWTH AND YIELD OF MAIZE

	Type of the Article
	


	PART  1: Comments



	
	Reviewer’s comment

Artificial Intelligence (AI) generated or assisted review comments are strictly prohibited during peer review.

	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)



	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	This manuscript is of significant importance to the scientific community as it provides evidence-based insights into optimizing maize productivity through integrated nutrient management (INM) in the Doon Valley region. The study highlights the synergistic effects of combining organic and inorganic fertilizers, offering a sustainable approach to enhancing crop yields while preserving soil health. Its findings are particularly valuable for agronomists and policymakers working in similar agro-climatic zones, where balanced fertilization strategies can boost agricultural productivity and farmer livelihoods. Furthermore, the focus on micronutrient supplementation, such as zinc, adds a critical dimension to maize nutrition research, addressing hidden hunger and improving crop quality.
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	 Yes, the title is suitable, concise, and reflects the content of the manuscript.
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	The abstract is fairly detailed and provides a good summary of the experimental design, treatments, and major findings. However, the language can be refined to improve clarity and conciseness.
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	This study presents a well-designed experiment using an appropriate randomized block design with replication. While the methodology and analysis are sound, the manuscript would benefit from: (1) improved data presentation clarity, (2) stronger connections between results and cited literature, and (3) more detailed explanations of nutrient interaction mechanisms underlying the performance differences observed. These refinements would enhance the manuscript's scientific rigor and interpretability.
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	Mostly yes, references are recent and relevant (up to 2024 and 2025). The authors have used multiple studies from credible journals to support their claims.

Minor issues:
· Reference formatting is inconsistent and needs editing (e.g., missing journal names or volume/issues in some entries).

· Authors should ensure all references cited in the text are included in the reference list, and vice versa.


	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	Needs Minor Editing.
While the manuscript is understandable, the English grammar, sentence structure, and punctuation need editing throughout the manuscript. Frequent issues include:

· Long, run-on sentences

· Overuse of passive voice

· Redundant or informal phrases

· Typos and spacing issues (e.g., “height plant height”, “LAI (1.42)” without spacing). A professional language editing service or thorough proofreading is recommended.
	

	Optional/General comments


	· The paper addresses an important topic in maize agronomy.

· The study site description is well detailed.

· Results are promising and consistent with other similar studies.

· Tables need reformatting to improve readability (e.g., consistent use of decimal points, better column spacing).
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