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	PART  1: Comments



	
	Reviewer’s comment

Artificial Intelligence (AI) generated or assisted review comments are strictly prohibited during peer review.

	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)



	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	This study is of importance to academia, the scientific community, and policymakers. It provides a substantial body of literature on the performance of horticultural products in general. It also enhances researchers' understanding of the characteristics of interstate trade. This study paves the way for future studies on horticultural products across other regions of the world.
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	The article title is appropriate and comprehensive. It is concise and reflects its content.
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	The summary contains the essential elements. However, it is very long. Please work on reducing it. You can avoid some details. The implications (recommendations) you provided in the summary are vague. Please summarize them into one or two concrete actions that could be taken.
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	The manuscript has scientific potential that could be used for decision-making. However, some improvements are needed to make the document more appropriate. You will find further comments and observations in the "Optional/General comments" section.
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	References should be improved with much more recent studies. Below are some recommendations from recent articles.
https://doi.org/10.1057/s41287-023-00591-z 
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.agsy.2024.104113
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	The quality of the language and English of the article is suitable for scientific communications. However, a complete proofreading of the document is necessary to correct certain errors.
	

	Optional/General comments


	Below are additional comments that may help the authors improve the quality of the Manuscript.
1. Introduction

The authors covered the literature review in the introduction. This review requires further development. They could summarize the review and highlight the main limitations in terms of methodology and the results obtained. Based on these limitations, the authors could highlight the contribution of their study to existing studies.

It would be necessary to state the research questions in the introduction.

The authors could also include the research roadmap at the end of the introduction.

2. Results and discussion

Please indicate the sources of the tables at the bottom of each table. The results should be discussed in depth. What are the implications of your results for the Indian economy? 

3. Conclusion and recommendations 

The recommendations for policymakers are unclear and lack precision and concrete actions, failing to bridge the gap between research findings and policy implementation. Please align them with your findings. Please also indicate the limitations of your research and suggest avenues for future research. 
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	Are there ethical issues in this manuscript? 


	(If yes, Kindly please write down the ethical issues here in details)
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