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	Reviewer’s comment

Artificial Intelligence (AI) generated or assisted review comments are strictly prohibited during peer review.

	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)

	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	The article engages with reverse migration associated with Covid that is of critical importance for developing countries like India. There are major policy debates on the topic. In this connection, the article has good potential to contribute if some revision can be made. 
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	Yes
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	A couple of sentences on methodology and steps to be taken to address the challenges can be added.
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	Suggestions for improving analytical quality of the paper are as follows:

1. In introduction section: the paper can provide the current status of the migrants with data for 2024 and 2025

2. While describing geographical distribution in Uttarakhand, there can be a brief discussion on which districts/regions/areas in the state received how many migrants back (rough estimates) with their specific reasons

3. In methodology part: duration of fieldwork, areas that were focussed, basis for selecting a particular number of respondents- their gender, caste, educational background, etc.- need to be stated

4. In results and discussion section: please provide some data for the number of migrants working under MGNREGA, other activities, self-enterpreneurship, etc. There can brief discussion on the role of regional parties and the media in highlighting the most pressing challenges. 
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	Yes
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	Yes, minor editing is required.
	

	Optional/General comments


	There can be comparison with another state where more efficient initiatives have been taken in this regard.
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