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	Reviewer’s comment
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	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)

	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	The topic of reverse migration during COVID-19 is relevant, especially for understanding the socio-economic and policy impacts in rural and mountainous regions like Uttarakhand. It can contribute to literature on crisis-induced mobility, rural development, and disaster management. However, the manuscript’s scope, as indicated by the abstract, appears broad and descriptive, lacking clear research questions, methodological approach, or concrete analytical findings. For stronger scientific value, the study would need to provide empirical evidence, structured analysis, and theoretical grounding rather than remaining purely narrative.
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	The title is suitable in terms of topic coverage
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	The abstract is not fully comprehensive and reads more like a general background statement. It lacks:

· A clear statement of research objectives or questions.

· Methodology (e.g., survey, interviews, secondary data analysis).

· Key findings or results.

· Specific recommendations or conclusions.

Suggestions:

· Add a sentence specifying the data sources and analytical methods used.

· Summarize the main findings or trends observed in reverse migration in Uttarakhand.

· Highlight at least one unique contribution of this study to the broader literature.

· Avoid repetitive phrases like “millions of people” unless backed by specific statistics for Uttarakhand.
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	The content appears more descriptive than analytical.
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	It is essential to include recent literature (2020–2024) on COVID-19 migration patterns, rural development in mountainous states, and policy responses. Additionally, relevant studies on crisis migration could strengthen the theoretical foundation.
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	The English is understandable but requires significant editing for clarity, conciseness, and grammatical correctness.
	

	Optional/General comments


	· The manuscript would benefit from a structured abstract format: background, objectives, methods, results, and conclusions.

· Inclusion of statistical data (e.g., migration numbers, demographic profiles) would strengthen the evidence base.

· Comparative insights with other Himalayan or rural states could enhance the study’s relevance.

· Discussing long-term implications of reverse migration (e.g., rural labor force, infrastructure pressure) would make the analysis more impactful.
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