


Opinion Article
The Essence of Study and Learning Tourism

[bookmark: _GoBack]

Abstract
Study and learning tourisms are not a new concept. They still fall under the category of educational tourism. The development of study and learning tourisms is beneficial for students to apply what they have learned. It not only expands the boundaries of the tourism industry but also meets the needs of the education sector. However, existing research still holds inconsistent views on the essence of study and learning tourisms. Therefore, this article aims to define the significance and functions of study and learning tourisms through literature retrieval and induction. Research has found that study and learning tourisms possess value and significance in terms of culture, tourism, education, and local rural revitalization. Moreover, study and learning tourisms are an extension of formal school education. Their functions for tourists focus on enhancing their knowledge, skills and overall quality. Its functions for tourist destinations cover aspects such as brand promotion, cultural preservation and inheritance, economic development, and ecological protection. Future researchers can refer to this article to summarize key points and explore marketing issues of study and learning tourisms destinations, tourist behavior problems, and the real impact on stakeholders.
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1. Introduction
Study and learning tourism is a special type of educational tourism. It mainly involves students as the participating group, and the destinations during the tour are highly related to the course themes. Educational tourism is the integration of the education and tourism industries. It is beneficial for students to observe real-world phenomena and apply what they have learned (Yen, Lu, Yu, Han, Zen, and Chen, 2025). The World Tourism Organization defines educational tourism as "travel activities to places other than one's usual environment for the purposes of study, business, leisure, etc., and staying for more than 24 hours but not more than one year" (WTO, 2012). According to this definition, WTO educational tourism is highly correlated with the learning of individuals or groups in terms of motivation. Moreover, the purpose of tourism is that it integrates elements of business and leisure activities into the learning process.
As study and learning tourism are combination of the tourism and education industries, they have attracted the attention of an increasing number of researchers. If there are already studies exploring the application of tourism resources in the education industry and supplementing the deficiencies of traditional classroom learning (Dresler, 2023; Bedford, 2001). Furthermore, the motivation of students for study and learning tourisms was also explored (Abubakar, Taher Shneikat, and Oday, 2014). Even more particularly, there are also studies exploring how to enhance students' knowledge, skills, cultural understanding, emotional intelligence quotient and personal growth (Choudhary, Srivastava, and Panwar, 2022; ; Xu, LaPan, Lewis, Holladay, and Dixon, 2024). However, there is still no consensus between the tourism industry and the academic circle on the significance and function of study and learning tourisms, especially in China. This may lead to different perceptions between the west and the east regarding the essence of educational tourism.
Based on this, the research purpose of this article is to clarify the essence of study and learning tourisms in China through literature review. Specifically, this article systematically clarifies the significance and functions of study and learning tourisms through literature retrieval and review. It is hoped that the clearer insights and directions into the issue of educational tourism were presented through this article.

2. The Significance of Study and Learning Tourism

According to the literature, the textual significance of study and learning tourism mainly lies in the integration of education and tourism (Li, 2023; Yen et al., 2025). Its application and implications include promoting rural revitalization and cultural dissemination (Li, 2023), advancing quality-oriented education and ecological education (Zhang et al., 2023), carrying forward the excellent traditional Chinese culture (Wu, 2023), and promoting the revitalization of ethnic villages in Southwest China and the coordinated development of culture and economy (Xu, 2023). The key paths for the integrated development of culture and tourism (Yu, 2024), promoting the integration of agriculture, culture and tourism and driving the comprehensive revitalization of rural areas (Yan, Lei, and Hu, 2025), promoting the high-quality development of the cultural and tourism industry (Li and Yu, 2025), and Inheriting red culture (Xiang, Wu, and Han, 2025). Specifically, the significance of study and learning tourism is highly related to culture, tourism, education and the rural revitalization of local areas.
First of all, the culture here encompasses traditional Chinese culture, rural culture, and red culture, etc. This indicates that study and learning tourisms have the value of preserving, disseminating and passing on culture. Furthermore, the tourism significance of study and learning tourism lies in the assistance provided by education and culture to tourism, that is, cultural empowerment of tourism (Wu, 2023), tourism destination construction (Kang, 2024), promoting the integration of agriculture, culture and tourism (Yanet al., 2025) and driving the high-quality development of the cultural and tourism industry (Li and Yu, 2025). This indicates that study and learning tourism not only help destinations construction, making them more attractive and offering a more diverse range of tourism business models. At the same time, it can also integrate and develop with local industries. Finally, it is conducive to the high-quality development of the overall tourism industry.
In addition, the educational significance of study and learning tourisms mainly lies in youth social education (Chai, 2024), quality-oriented education and ecological education, as well as red education. This means that it helps to enhance teenagers' understanding of the real society, improve the civic quality and cultivation of participants, strengthen their ecological awareness, and consolidate the red genes of tourists. In other words, study and learning tourisms have the significance of social education, quality-oriented education, ecological education and red education beyond the formal education of schools.
Finally, study and learning tourisms have significance for rural revitalization. This indicates that study and learning tourisms guide young students to rural areas, which increases the number of visitors to study and learning tourisms attractions in rural areas, and directly and indirectly promotes employment, entrepreneurship and economic development in rural areas. Accordingly, study and learning tourisms empower the economic revitalization (industrial revitalization) of rural areas. Secondly, the implementation of study and learning tourism helps students understand rural culture, which directly and indirectly promotes the preservation and inheritance of rural culture. It is conducive to the cultural revitalization of rural revitalization. In addition, when students enter rural areas to engage in study and learning tourisms and investigate the rural environment and ecology, it is conducive to the protection and utilization of the rural ecology, which falls within the scope of ecological revitalization in rural revitalization. Finally, through the study and learning tourisms activities of visiting rural areas, students may find their own interests and future employment directions, which will be of positive help to them for working or starting businesses in the countryside in the future. Accordingly, study and learning tourisms promote the introduction of talents in rural areas, which is conducive to the revitalization of rural talents.

Table 1. The Significance and Functions of Study and learning tourisms
	Author (year)
	Significance
	Function

	Li(2023)
	The integration of education and tourism promotes rural revitalization and cultural dissemination

	· Expand students' horizons
· Enhance students' practical abilities
· Enhance students' teamwork skills
· It is conducive to the inheritance of rural culture
· Promote farmers' income growth
· Enhance students' cultural identity

	Zhang et al. (2023)
	Promoting quality-oriented education and ecological education under the background of cultural and tourism integration to enhance students' ecological awareness
	· Enrich students' experiences
· Promote the protection of wetlands
· Expand the forms of cultural and tourism products


	Wu (2023)
	Empowering study and learning tourisms with Zhu Xi Culture, promoting China's fine traditional culture and facilitating social education
	· Strengthen students' moral construction and cultural awareness
· Strengthen cultural confidence
· Promote cultural identity

	Xu (2023) 
	Study and learning tourisms promote the revitalization of ethnic villages in Southwest China, drive the coordinated development of culture and economy, and broaden students' horizons
	· Activate national culture
· It will drive the rural economy
· It promotes ethnic unity


	Chai (2024)
	Study and learning tourisms are an important path for teenagers' social education, as significant as school education

	· Expand students' horizons
· Promote the comprehensive development of students' knowledge, ability and values
· We will promote the construction of a lifelong education system for all citizens

	Kang (2024)

	Study and learning tourisms are one of the three major supports for Leshan to build a world-class important tourist destination, and they aim to enhance students' practical abilities
	· Improve students' practical abilities
· Promote the integration of culture and tourism
· Promote the integration of culture and tourism

	Yu (2024) 
	Study and learning tourisms are a key path for the integrated development of culture and tourism to enhance students' cultural awareness

	· Enhance students' cultural awareness
· Enhance students' educational experience
· Promote the protection and dissemination of cultural heritage

	Yan et al. (2025)
	Promote the integration of agriculture, culture and tourism to drive the comprehensive revitalization of rural areas
	· It will promote the increase of farmers' economic income
· Enhance students' awareness of ecological protection
· Promote the inheritance of students' culture

	Li and Yu (2025)

	Digital empowerment of red study and learning tourisms promotes high-quality development of the cultural and tourism industry
	· Improve students' practical abilities
· It is conducive to resource protection
· Promote product innovation
· It is conducive to service optimization
· It promotes brand communication

	Zhu et al. (2025)
	Digital intelligence empowers red study and learning tourisms and passes on red culture
	· Expand students' horizons
· Enhance students' cultural identity
· It is conducive to resource integration
· Promote service upgrades
· It is conducive to market expansion



3. The functions of Study and Learning Tourism
The functions of study and learning tourisms are summarized in Table 1. Basically, schools are places for the dissemination of knowledge and also play an important role in guiding students to establish good moral character. In this situation, study and learning tourisms are an extension of formal education in schools, and their functions are also focused on the expansion of these two major aspects. According to existing literature, the functions of study and learning tourisms include two major aspects: for tourists and for destinations. The functions for tourists focus on the improvement of knowledge, skills and comprehensive qualities. The functions of tourist destinations include brand communication (Kang, 2024; Li and Yu, 2025), service enhancement (Li and Yu, 2025; Zhu et al., 2025), cultural preservation and inheritance (Li, 2023; Wu, 2023; Yu, 2024; Yan et al., 2025; Zhu et al., 2025), ecological Protection (Zhang et al.,2023; Xu, 2023; Yan et al., 2025), and revitalization of rural areas (Yan et al., 2025; Xu, 2023; Li, 2023), etc.
Firstly, in terms of enhancing and improving the knowledge, ability and comprehensive quality of individual tourists, study and learning tourisms can not only enable tourists to broaden their horizons (Zhu et al., 2025; Xu, 2023; Li, 2023) and expanding horizons (Chai, 2024) can also enhance students' various abilities. For instance, it can enhance students' practical abilities (Li and Yu, 2025; Kang, 2024; Li, 2023). This improvement in practical ability is an extension of theoretical knowledge in the classroom. Sometimes, it is even a part that is difficult for schools, teachers and textbooks to impart. For instance, when students visit an aquatic plant breeding education farm, they need to observe various types of aquatic plants and their ecology with their eyes, record the activity process by hand (taking photos, videos, and audio), listen to the explanations of the sea breeze voice guides with their ears, and identify the smell of aquatic plants with their noses. In addition, students also need to work in groups to make water plant lucky balls by themselves and taste water plant-flavored meals. Overall, students at the Aquatic Plant Education farm not only acquire knowledge related to aquatic plants but also experience the daily activities of the farm through five sensory senses. Through such educational farm visits, students' abilities and qualities such as teamwork, communication and expression, critical thinking, and summarization have been enhanced.
Secondly, due to the implementation of the study and learning tourisms plan, the culture of the destination can be better preserved and passed down. For instance, the Xijiangqianyue Miao Village in Qiandongnan Prefecture, Guizhou Province, is the largest settlement of the Miao people in Guizhou. The local area has well-preserved Miao village architecture. Meanwhile, its costumes, cuisine, festival activities and farming culture are all in good condition. Therefore, it is one of the most famous study and learning tourisms destinations in Guizhou Province. Through study and learning tourisms, it enables more students and tourists to get to know and experience Miao culture, and has become a well-known ethnic tourism destination in Guizhou Province. In order to develop tourism, the local area needs to investigate, collect, record and integrate various cultural resources. In this situation, various aspects of clothing, food, housing, transportation and farming culture were photographed, video graphed and recorded in writing. Moreover, through various cultural festivals and new media dissemination, not only have the Miao people gained a deeper understanding of their own culture, but tourists from other places have also gained more knowledge and experience of Miao culture. In this way, the local Miao ethnic culture can be better preserved and passed down.
In addition, study and learning tourisms have the function of stimulating economic development. Due to the development of study and learning tourisms, destinations need more tour guides, interpreters, service and reception staff, which provides more employment opportunities and choices for residents. Moreover, with the visit of study and learning tourisms tourists, it may drive the development of the catering, accommodation, entertainment and characteristic souvenir industries near the scenic spots. In other words, as a destination develops study and learning tourisms, it may attract investment projects and funds in areas such as catering, accommodation, entertainment and shopping. Moreover, local residents have gained more entrepreneurial and employment opportunities due to the development of study and learning tourisms. More importantly, local residents and business operators at the destination may develop specific industrial chains to meet tourists' needs for dining, accommodation, entertainment and shopping. This may lead to the diversification of the economic structure of the destination and the gradual scale-up of economic development. Overall, the development of study and learning tourisms plays a role in attracting investment projects, funds and talents, promoting employment and entrepreneurship in the destination, and diversifying the economic structure.
Finally, study and learning tourisms have the function of ecological protection. To develop tourism, the destination must conduct a comprehensive investigation of the local natural and cultural environment and formulate a development plan. This ensures that both the natural and cultural ecology of the destination are guaranteed to a certain extent. First of all, in order to develop study and learning tourisms, destinations need to improve their planning infrastructure, such as roads, parks, parking lots, toilets, and tourist reception centers. This makes the land use and development of the destination more reasonable and retains most of the local natural landscapes. Secondly, to attract tourists to visit, destination managers must take into account issues such as transportation, accommodation, environmental maintenance, and the impact on local residents when designing festival activities. This ensures that the local natural environment and ecology will not be damaged by the development of study and learning tourisms, and local residents will not be disturbed by the improper behavior of too many tourists. In this way, both the natural and human ecological environments can be rationally utilized and protected.

4. Conclusion
Study and learning tourism is not a new concept. It still fall under the category of educational tourism. The development of study and learning tourism is beneficial for students to apply what they have learned. It not only expands the boundaries of the tourism industry but also meets the needs of the education sector. After the presentations, it has found that study and learning tourisms possess value and significance in terms of culture, tourism, education, and local rural revitalization. Moreover, study and learning tourism is an extension of formal school education. It functions for tourists focus on enhancing their knowledge, skills and overall quality. Its functions for tourist destinations cover aspects such as brand promotion, cultural preservation and inheritance, economic development, and ecological protection. 
Based on the above summary, this article provides the following theoretical implications. First of all, the main body of study and learning tourism focuses on students and tourists who are willing to balance study and leisure. The primary responsibility of students is to study basic and professional courses. Study and learning tourism combine in-class knowledge with real-world scenarios, which is conducive to students applying what they have learned. This means that when students participate in study and learning tourism, it is an activity to verify the knowledge of the courses. Meanwhile, study Tours have a leisure element, which is beneficial for students' physical and mental adjustment and development. In addition, study and learning tourism offer students opportunities for career exploration. During the visit, students may find things and topics that interest them, which may have a positive impact on their future career intentions. Overall, the motivations for students to participate in study and learning tourism include learning, leisure and career exploration. Among them, in essence, study and learning tourism have a special significance for career exploration and are one of the important contributions of this article.
Secondly, in terms of the functions of study and learning tourism, the differences between educational tourism (study and learning tourism) in China and the West may be quite obvious. Current research on educational tourism prefers the application of tourism resources, tourism motivations, educational tourism plans, etc. China's educational tourism emphasizes the integrated development of the education and tourism industries. It attaches great importance to the contribution of educational tourism to the destination's economy, as well as the utilization and protection of the destination's culture and ecology. In other words, educational tourism not only helps students learn and verify the knowledge of school courses, but also has positive correlations with the residents, industries, economy, culture and ecology of the destination. Therefore, the functions of study and learning tourism are multi-dimensions. They may affect the stakeholders, economy, culture and ecology of the destination, which is the second contribution of this research.
Thirdly, from the perspective of sustainable tourism development, traditional commercial tourism brings a large number of tourists, providing more job and business opportunities for the residents of the destination. At the same time, it also causes problems such as traffic congestion, rising prices, noise and garbage in the destination. The development of study and learning tourism (educational tourism) may also bring about these problems. However, most participants in study and learning tourism are students, which can make up for the operational problem of fewer tourists in the destination on ordinary days. Moreover, students will grow up. They have a future. Retaining and educating this group of students well is beneficial to the sustainable development of the tourism industry. In addition, study and learning tourism also offer tourists various choices and create different opportunities for destinations. It may become an important cornerstone for the diversified development of the tourism industry. In other words, the development of study and learning tourism provides a positive boost to the sustainable development of the tourism industry, which is the third contribution of this research.
In terms of management implications, destination managers should consider how to attract more tourists to visit through the development of study and learning tourism. At the same time, when developing tourism by making use of cultural resources, the resources must be well protected and maintained. In this way, it will be conducive to the sustainable development of culture and tourism. In terms of ecology, study and learning tourism destinations (including both urban and rural areas) should do a good job in environmental and ecological protection. Specifically, ecological protection measures aim to maintain and improve the natural environment in both urban and rural areas, promote ecological balance, and enhance the quality of life for residents and the visiting experience for tourists. In this context, these measures include but are not limited to: protecting biodiversity, conserving water and soil resources, creating green spaces, and promoting eco-tourism, etc. Therefore, tourist destinations should not only attach importance to various ecological engineering methods and environmental improvement measures, but also enhance the conservation of water, soil and green resources, protect native animals and plants, and strengthen sustainable development management. More specifically, destination managers should attach importance to and strengthen the utilization of various resources, such as rural landscape transformation, waste recycling, and low-environmental impact agricultural production.

Finally, future researchers can refer to this article to summarize the key points and explore marketing issues and tourist behavior problems of study tour destinations. Secondly. Based on the theoretical implications of this research, future studies can continuously explore the contribution of study and learning tourism to students' career exploration, the impact of and learning tourism on stakeholders of destinations, and the sustainable development issues of study and learning tourism. In addition, the comparison of educational tourism between China and the west in this article still requires more empirical data. Future research can consider comparing the subjects and objects of study and learning tourism or by using other theories. This will contribute to the development of tourism theory and the sustainable development of tourist destinations.
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