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	PART  1: Comments



	
	Reviewer’s comment

Artificial Intelligence (AI) generated or assisted review comments are strictly prohibited during peer review.

	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)



	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	The manuscript addresses a highly relevant and timely issue by exploring the entrepreneurial challenges and opportunities faced by women in Nigeria amid an inflationary economy. This topic holds significant value for the scientific community, particularly in the fields of gender studies, development economics, and entrepreneurship. The study provides empirical insights that can inform policy formulation and targeted interventions to support women’s economic independence in developing countries. By focusing on a specific regional context, it also contributes to the broader global discourse on inclusive growth and sustainable development.
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	"Entrepreneurial Challenges and Opportunities for Economic Independence of Women in Ondo State, Nigeria: An Assessment within the Current Inflationary Economy"

is generally clear and descriptive. However, it is lengthy and slightly wordy, which may affect readability. To improve clarity and impact, you could suggest a more concise alternative.

Suggested Alternative Titles:

1. "Women’s Entrepreneurship in Ondo State, Nigeria: Challenges and Opportunities Amid Inflation"

2. "Navigating Inflation: Economic Independence and Entrepreneurial Challenges of Women in Ondo State, Nigeria"

3. "Entrepreneurial Pathways to Economic Independence for Women in Nigeria: Evidence from Ondo State"

4. "Inflation and Women’s Economic Empowerment: An Entrepreneurial Assessment in Ondo State, Nigeria"


	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	The abstract presents a relevant and timely topic, focusing on the entrepreneurial challenges and opportunities for women in Ondo State within an inflationary context. However, there are a few areas where clarity and completeness can be improved:

1. Comprehensiveness:
While the topic is well introduced, the abstract would benefit from briefly stating the specific objectives or research questions of the study.

2. Methodology:
A concise mention of the methodological approach, such as sample size, data collection tools, and analysis techniques, should be included to improve transparency.

3. Findings and Contribution:
The abstract should clearly highlight the main findings and how they contribute to policy, theory, or practice. Currently, it lacks emphasis on the practical implications or innovative aspects of the study.

4. Language and Flow:
A slight refinement in grammar and sentence structure is recommended to enhance clarity and professionalism.

Suggested Action: Add 1–2 sentences that summarize the methodology and key findings. Consider removing any general or repetitive statements to stay within the word limit while ensuring the abstract captures the full scope of the study.


	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	Yes, the manuscript is scientifically correct in its overall structure and approach. The research objectives are clearly stated, and the study is grounded in a relevant theoretical framework. The methodology used is appropriate for the research context, and the data analysis aligns with the stated objectives. However, a few areas such as clarity in data presentation, citation accuracy, and deeper analytical interpretation could be improved to enhance the scientific rigor of the paper.
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	The manuscript includes a number of relevant references; however, several of them are dated and may not fully reflect the current research landscape on women entrepreneurship, economic empowerment, and inflation-related challenges. To strengthen the scholarly foundation, the author is encouraged to incorporate more recent and high-impact studies from the past 5 years, especially those focusing on:

· Women entrepreneurship in developing economies under inflationary pressure

· Gender-responsive policy interventions and economic resilience

· Empirical studies on female-led MSMEs in sub-Saharan Africa

Suggested references may include:

1. Roomi, M. A., & Parrott, G. (2020). Barriers to Development and Progression of Women Entrepreneurs in Pakistan. Journal of Entrepreneurship in Emerging Economies.

2. Alon, T., Doepke, M., Olmstead-Rumsey, J., & Tertilt, M. (2021). The Impact of COVID-19 on Gender Equality. NBER Working Paper Series.

3. Kabeer, N., & Huq, L. (2020). Women’s Economic Empowerment and Inclusive Growth: Labour Markets and Enterprise Development. UN Women Discussion Paper Series.

Including such references will enhance the currency, depth, and relevance of the literature review and discussion sections.


	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	The manuscript generally conveys its ideas clearly; however, the language and grammar require moderate revision to meet scholarly standards. There are instances of awkward phrasing, tense inconsistencies, and structural issues that may affect readability. A thorough proofreading or professional language editing is recommended to enhance clarity, coherence, and academic tone. Improving the language quality will significantly strengthen the overall presentation of the manuscript.


	

	Optional/General comments


	The manuscript addresses an important and timely issue concerning women's economic empowerment in the face of inflationary pressures, particularly within the Nigerian context. The topic is relevant for both academic research and policy development. The study would benefit from a more refined structure, clearer articulation of key arguments, and updated references. Additionally, improving the language and presentation will enhance the readability and overall impact of the work. With revisions, this paper has the potential to make a valuable contribution to the literature on gender and development economics.
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