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	This manuscript is highly significant for the scientific community, particularly in the fields of gender studies, entrepreneurship, development economics, and policy analysis.

It offers context-specific insights into how inflationary pressures in Nigeria, especially in Ondo State, uniquely affect women entrepreneurs and their pursuit of economic independence. The study goes beyond generic assessments by integrating Empowerment.

 Theory and empirical evidence drawn from a statistically representative sample across diverse demographics and business sectors. Importantly, it identifies both structural challenges such as access to finance, regulatory burdens, and inflation and critical enablers like trade associations and mentorship programs. The findings not only validate existing literature but also fill notable research gaps by offering localized, data-driven policy recommendations that can guide governments, NGOs, and development partners in designing more effective, gender-responsive interventions.
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