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	Reviewer’s comment

Artificial Intelligence (AI) generated or assisted review comments are strictly prohibited during peer review.

	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)



	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	In the context of retail enterprises in a developing region, this manuscript offers a targeted and empirical investigation into the relationship between inventory management practices and financial performance. The study offers valuable insights for small and medium-sized enterprises (SMEs) by examining the impact of business order inventory, inventory control, storage, and warehouse practices on key financial indicators, including sales growth, market expansion, and profit growth. This study addresses a significant gap in the literature, particularly for local policymakers, retail managers, and researchers seeking to enhance performance through structured inventory strategies, given the challenges SMEs face in optimizing operations under resource constraints. Its localized methodology validates inventory-performance relationships in the retail industry in the real world, which can help shape more comprehensive frameworks in developing nations.
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	The current title—“The Influence of Inventory Management Practices on Financial Performance Among Retail Businesses”—is clear, accurate, and effectively reflects the study’s scope and variables.

However, a slightly more specific and refined version might be:

“Assessing the Impact of Inventory Management Practices on Financial Outcomes in Retail Enterprises: Evidence from Cateel, Philippines.”

This variant emphasizes both the analytical scope and the localized empirical context.
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	The abstract covers the study’s aim, methods, key findings, and implications clearly. It includes essential statistical outcomes and offers a concise summary of the relationship between inventory management and financial performance.

Suggested improvements:

1. Add a brief sentence about the implications for practice (e.g., “These findings underscore the need for targeted investments in inventory systems to boost retail performance.”)

2. Clearly state the sample size and methodology up front for clarity.

3. Consider adding a final sentence on future research directions, such as the role of digital inventory tools or expanding the study to other regions.
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	Yes, the manuscript is scientifically sound and well-structured. It employs appropriate methods (descriptive-correlational design, Pearson r, regression analysis) and uses valid survey instruments adapted from credible sources. The data are appropriately analyzed, and the results are presented with clarity. The interpretation aligns well with the statistical outputs, and the discussion connects findings to existing literature.

Minor scientific improvement suggestions:
1. Discuss potential limitations (e.g., geographic scope, sample representativeness).

2. Add a short note on control variables that may affect financial performance beyond inventory practices.
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	The reference list is extensive and includes relevant and recent sources (2020–2024), covering inventory management, SME performance, and supply chain literature.

Suggested additions for broader context and depth:

Waller, M. A., & Fawcett, S. E. (2017). "Data science, predictive analytics, and big data: A revolution that will transform supply chain design." Journal of Business Logistics.

Ravindran, S. (2017). "Impact of inventory management on business performance in the retail sector." Journal of Retailing and Consumer Services.
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	The manuscript is written in clear and understandable academic English. The structure follows conventional formatting, and key terminology is used correctly.

Minor recommendations:
· Correct typographical issues (e.g., lowercase formatting for “mindanao,” “cateel,” etc., in formal writing).

· Improve a few sentence transitions and paragraph flow in the “Results and Discussion” section.

· Avoid repetition (e.g., multiple uses of phrases like “This suggests…” in the same paragraph).

Overall, the language is acceptable for scholarly communication, with only minor editing needed for polish.
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	Are there ethical issues in this manuscript? 


	No ethical issues are identified in this manuscript. The authors clearly state that the study underwent ethical review and approval by the University Research Ethics Board (DOrSU-UREB), and that it followed key ethical principles including informed consent, confidentiality, and participant safety. The inclusion of a section explicitly detailing the ten ethical dimensions addressed (e.g., social value, risk-benefit balance, community involvement) further demonstrates ethical compliance. The study involved survey-based data collection from business owners, and there is no indication of coercion, risk, or mishandling of sensitive information.
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