Review Form 3

	

	Journal Name:
	South Asian Journal of Social Studies and Economics 

	Manuscript Number:
	Ms_SAJSSE_139688

	Title of the Manuscript: 
	Optimizing Water Distribution Efficiency Through Sustainable District Meter Area (DMA) Planning in Doloksanggul, Indonesia

	Type of the Article
	


	PART  1: Comments



	
	Reviewer’s comment

Artificial Intelligence (AI) generated or assisted review comments are strictly prohibited during peer review.

	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)



	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	The manuscript is important for scientific community 
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	Yes, the topic is highly relevant, especially in the context of developing regions and small-to-medium urban centers facing water distribution challenges
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	 Explicit Aim or Objective Statement:
Add a clear statement of the study’s primary aim or research question early in the abstract to guide readers immediately.Briefly mention the key analytical methods or tools used (e.g., GIS spatial analysis, hydraulic modeling) to clarify how the study was conducted.The abstract mentions potential benefits of DMAs but doesn’t quantify the expected reduction in NRW or improvement in efficiency. Including such estimates or ranges (if available) would strengthen the impact.Briefly note this study compared to existing literature or practices e.g., focus on small urban centers, integration of institutional factors, or phased rollout planning.The conclusion could more emphatically state the practical significance or policy relevance, perhaps by mentioning how this study can inform similar towns or water utilities.


	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	The manuscript is correctly identifies and discusses well-known issues like non-revenue water (NRW), hydraulic zoning, and District Meter Areas (DMAs), which are widely accepted concepts in water distribution management.

Appropriate Methodology: The use of spatial analysis (GIS tools such as Nearest Neighbor and Standard Deviational Ellipse), hydraulic zoning, and population projection models aligns with best practices in the field.

Supported by Literature: The manuscript references relevant recent studies and data from both global and regional sources, grounding its statements in scientific literature.Logical Flow and Consistency: The problem statement, research gap, objectives, and proposed solutions are logically connected.
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	Yes they are sufficient 
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	Yes 
	

	Optional/General comments


	 Abstract Improvements:

Include a brief mention of the three research questions in the abstract to reflect the structure of the introduction.

Minor grammatical improvements and flow smoothing, particularly in the introduction, would enhance readability.

Briefly explain how demand projections and spatial zoning techniques were applied (e.g., assumptions, input data).
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