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	Reviewer’s comment

Artificial Intelligence (AI) generated or assisted review comments are strictly prohibited during peer review.

	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)



	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	This manuscript is significant contribution to literature on cooperative economics and rural development, particularly in the context of post-socialist transition economies. It offers a rare and in-depth historical legal analysis of the evolution of credit and forestry cooperatives in Bulgaria, which are often overlooked in mainstream research. These paper links local institutional developments with broader European policy goals on sustainable forestry micro finance and rural cohesion, its interdisciplinary approach, combining economics, history, legal and rural development theory, makes it valuable for researchers policy makers and development practitioners alike.


	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	Yes, the current title is largely suitable and reflects the core context of the article suggested alternatives. (If more precision is required) “Credit and forestry Cooperatives in Bulgaria: Historical development, economical rule and legal 


	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	· Abstract, clearly outlines the scope, objectives, historical overview, and policy implication of the study.

· It highlights key elements such as cooperatives and legal reform needs

Suggestion: consider making the abstract more concise by summarizing the historical phases and more briefly and highlighting the most novel findings mention key challenges, example lack of legal framework, institutional gaps directly to the signal. 
The practical relevance of the study, the sentence special attention is paid could be merged with previous one for flow


	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	Yes, the manuscript is scientific and well researched. It provides robust, historical and legal narrative suggested by national law cooperative record an EU framework.
Minor issues:

· The language can be dense at times and may benefit from minor edit role refinements for clarity and conciseness

· Adding more review, academic references would further scientific rigor 


	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	The manuscripts include a strong and relevant list of references that provide historical and regulatory context. Several resources are drawn from Bulgarian legislation, cooperative history and institutional organisation such as COGECA, FAO and European commission (2021-2023) which makes the work timely.

Suggestion: 

· Includes few more peer review, international journals, article on credit cooperative or rural micro finance in Post socialist economy to improve the scientific Robustness 
· Reference to cooperative banking model in other EU countries like Poland and Czech public could add cooperative depth.

	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	The manuscript journal readable and academic tone is appropriate. However, the English can be improved in some sections. Some sentences are too long and complex which affects clarity occasional grammatical issue and worldly construction

Recommendations, a light, professional language, edit or proofreading is advisable to enhance flow and comprehension


	

	Optional/General comments


	Manuscript present valuable, historical and policy oriented analysis of cooperative in Bulgaria covered English language Academy literature table and data is are relevant but visual such as timeline and historical evolution chart could be improve engagement, bridge, historical, economic and product development policy perfectly
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	(If yes, Kindly please write down the ethical issues here in details)


	


Reviewer details:

Firozkhan Pathan, Visvesvaraya Technological University, India

Created by: DR
              Checked by: PM                                           Approved by: MBM
   
Version: 3 (07-07-2024)

