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	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	The research clearly identifies the antibiotic susceptibility pattern of S. pneumoniae, a major cause of bacterial infections and a major public health concern. It also highlights the growing problem of antimicrobial resistance. The study highlighted the high proportion of multidrug-resistant isolates, a critical point in the fight against antibiotic resistance.
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	The abstract states that “a total of twenty (20) sputum samples” were collected, while the materials and methods state that “a total of fifty (50) sputum samples” were collected. The results section indicates that of the 50 samples examined, 18 were identified as S. pneumoniae. This discrepancy in reported sample size between different sections poses a significant problem for the accuracy and reliability of the data.
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	The research clearly identifies its goal of identifying the antibiotic susceptibility pattern of S. pneumonia, a major cause of bacterial infections and a major public health concern. It also highlights the growing problem of antimicrobial resistance.

1. The isolates were identified "typically," using morphological and biochemical characteristics. While this is acceptable for initial testing, confirmation of identity using molecular methods (such as PCR) will enhance the accuracy of identification.

2. While the study states that penicillin resistance mechanisms involve β-lactamases and multiple efflux pumps, it does not investigate these mechanisms in the isolates analyzed. This would provide a deeper understanding of how resistance develops.

3. Limited geographic focus: The study was conducted in a single hospital in a peri-urban area. Although significant for this specific area, the generalizability of the findings to wider regions or even the entire Katsina State is limited.
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