Review Form 3

	

	Journal Name:
	Microbiology Research Journal International 

	Manuscript Number:
	Ms_MRJI_140714

	Title of the Manuscript: 
	PREVALENCE Of HEPATITIS B VIRUS AMONG STUDENTS Of NNAMDI AZIKIWE UNIVERSITY ATTENDING THE UNIVERSITY MEDICAL CENTRE, AWKA FOR MEDICAL EXAMINATIONS

	Type of the Article
	


	PART  1: Comments



	
	Reviewer’s comment

Artificial Intelligence (AI) generated or assisted review comments are strictly prohibited during peer review.
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	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	This manuscript is valuable as it provides current, institution-specific data on the prevalence of Hepatitis B virus (HBV) among Nigerian university students, a population at risk due to lifestyle factors and limited health awareness. The findings, though indicating a lower prevalence than previous studies, highlight the persistence of HBV as a public health concern in Nigeria and the need for targeted interventions, including vaccination campaigns and health education. The study also identifies drug addiction as a significant risk factor, underscoring the importance of harm reduction strategies in this demographic. Such data are crucial for local health planning and contribute to the global understanding of HBV epidemiology in resource-limited, high-burden settings.
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	The title is clear and descriptive 


	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	It could be improved by stating the study design (cross-sectional), and briefly mentioning the public health implications of the results.
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	Yes, from the scientific point of view, it is well written and informative. However, minor notes were observed:
· The small number of positive cases restricts the ability to identify statistically significant relationships with most risk factors..

· The statement "The vaccination status of the study participants was found to be 0%" is ambiguous; clarification is needed to determine whether it indicates that no participants were vaccinated or if vaccination status was not evaluated.
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	A notable limitation is the predominance of older sources, with most citations predating 2020. To enhance the manuscript's currency and relevance, incorporating more recent references (2020-2024) focused on HBV epidemiology among African student populations, as well as updates on vaccination and prevention strategies, would be beneficial.
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	The manuscript's language is mostly clear, and well understood. 
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