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	Reviewer’s comment

Artificial Intelligence (AI) generated or assisted review comments are strictly prohibited during peer review.

	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)



	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	The article highlighted the prevalence of pathogenic microbes and contamination levels that exceed safety standards, emphasizing the urgent need for improved hygiene practices among street vendors. The article contributes to the overall understanding of safety challenges in low-resource settings and advocates for implementing better hygienic standards to safeguard consumer health.


	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	Yes
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	The abstract is generally comprehensive, and it provides clear information on the study's objectives, methodology, key findings, and public health implications. Mentioning the ranges or average values of microbiological indicators (e.g., TMAF, coliforms) would help quantify the severity of contamination. They can talk about the sample size to give a sense of the study's breadth.


	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	Yes, because it employs standard microbiological analysis methods and it references relevant literature appropriately


	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	The references in the manuscript include a mix of foundational standards, such as those from AFNOR (1996, 1988), and more recent studies, such as Aboubacar (2023) and HCI3N (2022). Some references, like Price and Schweigert (1971), are older but are considered classic texts in meat science, and their inclusion is justified if they underpin fundamental concepts.

My suggestions

Otawa, R., et al. (2020). Microbiological safety of street foods in Nigeria: a review. Food Control, 113, 107195.

This provides recent data on street food microbiology relevant to similar contexts.

Ofongo, R. M. & Diboné, D. (2021). Hygiene and safety of street foods in Africa: A critical review. Food Science & Nutrition, 9(10), 5722-5733.

This offers an up-to-date overview of safety challenges in street food.
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