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	Reviewer’s comment
Artificial Intelligence (AI) generated or assisted review comments are strictly prohibited during peer  review.
	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)

	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.
	This manuscript presents a well-structured study on the genetic variability and heritability of quantitative traits in elite rice genotypes, including traditional landraces from Himachal Pradesh. It contributes to the understanding of trait inheritance and selection potential for improving rice yield, particularly under hill agro-ecosystems. The findings provide useful guidance for plant breeders to focus on additive traits for effective selection in future breeding programs. The study holds value for rice improvement programs in diverse agro-climatic
zones.
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?
(If not please suggest an alternative title)
	Yes, the title is generally appropriate and reflects the content. However, a slightly more concise alternative could be:
“Assessment of Genetic Variation and Heritability in Elite Rice (Oryza sativa L.) Genotypes Based on Quantitative Traits”
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.
	The abstract covers the objectives, methods, major findings, and implications well. However, it is slightly dense. Minor improvements in clarity and sentence structure are needed. For instance:
Avoid redundancy like “respectively” after every GCV/PCV value.
Mention that the study includes red rice and traditional varieties to emphasize novelty.
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	Yes, the manuscript is scientifically sound. The methodology, data analysis, and interpretation are appropriate. However, the authors should double-check the ANOVA table for inconsistencies (e.g., very small treatment MS for grain yield/plant). A clearer explanation of
genotype selection and trait justification would strengthen the scientific rigor.
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	Most of the cited references are relevant and from the last decade, which is acceptable. However, a few additional recent references (from 2023–2024) on rice genetic diversity and
heritability could enhance the manuscript’s relevance.
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?
	The manuscript requires moderate language editing for grammar, sentence construction, and academic tone. It is understandable but lacks fluency and has repeated phrases. A professional
language check is recommended prior to publication.
	

	Optional/General comments
	The authors should define all abbreviations at first use (e.g., GCV, PCV).
Ensure consistent use of units and formatting (e.g., "1000 grain weight" should be "1000-grain weight").
Inclusion of charts or graphs (histograms or bar plots) for variability parameters would
improve visual impact.
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