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	PART  1: Comments



	
	Reviewer’s comment

Artificial Intelligence (AI) generated or assisted review comments are strictly prohibited during peer review.

	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)



	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	Plankton are important aquatic organisms. They could be utilized as indicators. The research forms a significant contribution on the status of that aquatic ecosystem.
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	The title was suitable.
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	There was no objective that was mentioned. A brief of the methodology was omitted.
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	The introduction lacks necessary robustness. There are some questions on the methodology: first on sampling (mention of one sampling time per month but graphs have two); why was one plankton net used for sampling zooplankton and phytoplankton ?: what is the standard method for measuring water quality (was it in-situ measurements/collection of water sample for laboratory analysis)?. No objective was mentioned, thus its impossible to gauge the work done and acert whether the conclusions were in line. There was a gap on how the data analysis was done. The discussion lacks the robustness, it had long paragraphs with one or two references (other paragraphs had no comparison with previous work).
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	The references were sufficient.
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	Despite afew errors (omission of fullstop, space after a fullstop), the english was scholarly.
	

	Optional/General comments


	Include a brief literature review on the related research that has been done in the lake previously/ in a similar ecosystem. This paragraph should be before stating the objective (its not stated at the end of your introduction). 
You could include a subtitle of the study area in the material and methods. Include a study area map and the description in the first paragraph of the introduction could fit there.
Check on the mesh size for collection of zooplankton and phytoplankton. usually they are different meshes.
You should have a subtitle of data analysis at the end of materials and methods.
You have the title of results and discussion. There's no comparison with previous work in the first two  paragraphs.
On your graphs, it could be better if you did an average for the two time sampling for each month to give you a single value  (x-axis)
There is a contradiction. You have stated of sampling once a month (at the start of materials and methods); but in the graphs you have twice? Could you clarify.
You have a subtitle of water quality, at the end what is compared to previous findings is not the water quality. when you raised the issues of microsistis (they could be related), without a Pearson's correlation there remains many questions.
Normally, in the results and discussion the water quality comes first; you could relook into that.
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	(If yes, Kindly please write down the ethical issues here in details)
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