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	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	This study highlights the importance of growing Marigold and other similar crops in water deficit conditions using Pusa hydrogel. With water scarcity being  a major problem in India the use of hydrogel maintains the yield and growth of the plant while minimising irrigation.
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	The authors need to add citations in intro.

Introduction needs major revision. The authors need to mention why marigold is chosen and how and why is it different from other studies and need and importance of study with citations.
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In Materials and Method: Add references in WUE, Soil moisture content

Specify the plot layout (Eg: randomized block with number of replications)
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