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Artificial Intelligence (AI) generated or assisted review comments are strictly prohibited during peer review.

	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)



	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	
	

	Optional/General comments


	Reviewer comments

This article takes aqueous samples from several pharmaceutical plants in Anambra State, Nigeria, analyses them for 9 heavy metals using AAS and displays the results, comparing them to WHO permissible limits (USEPA). The article is simple, details about the sampling methodology are absent, and requires substantial editing for clarity, methodology description and missing the discussion of what next now that the WHO limits are exceeded in many sites.

However, it would require substantial work to elevate it to the level required for publication considering the simple nature of the study and the many missing details.

· Missing line numbering

· Abstract needs substantial work. 

· Unclear what B, D etc mean

· “Absorption Spectrometer (AAS) was used for the determination of heavy metals. Heavy metal concentration ranged from ND (not detected) for Pb, Cr, Cd and Cu in all the samples to 3.916 ppm for Fe in Chez Resources Pharmaceutical Limited. The mean value of heavy metals across the samples is in the order Fe (12.727 ppm) > Zn (8.620 ppm) > Mn (1.925 ppm) > Co (1.194 ppm) > Ni (1.087 ppm) > Pb (ND) = Cr (ND) = Cu (ND).” – upper range value of 3.916 in first sentence doesn’t make sense when in the second the mean is 12.727.
· Intro
· References need correct formatting
· Many statements missing references
· Bold statements “Heavy metals are poisonous…” (without reference)
· Intro is very broad, and while understanding the presence of heavy metals in aqueous environments is important work, this is not highly impactful research.

· Methods

· Sample collection

· What was the point of collection? The wastewater effluent? Local environment? This is missing

· Conditions of transport, time from collection to analysis is important, how where the bottles cleaned, any standards followed?

· Missing explaination of points A-E

· Missing replication

· Heavy metal analysis

· How was the method modified from cited methods?

· R&D

· Missing references in multiple places

· Missing discussion of why and what next in terms of finding multiple sites exceeding WHO limits
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