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	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)



	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	This manuscript is important, because it highlights the evident gaps in malaria diagnosti services in a rural setting in Nigeria.What is missing in the background section,  is a description of how formal malaria services are organized. Do the people have access to government provided health services, or are the alternative providers all that’s available?
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	Yes
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	Yes, but in my opinion ‘Informed consent was obtained from all respondents’ is unnecessary here..


	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	yes
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	yes
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	The manuscript would certainly benefit from a language and syntax corrector
	

	Optional/General comments


	Explain LGA after the first use of the abbreviation.

Introduction

Alternative health care services are health treatments that are not typically provided in a traditional Western medicine practice. They include chemists, pharmacy shops, birth attendants, patent medicine vendors, etc. Treatments are only part of the services. Also, it is important to mention here, if the services are provided free of charge, and if not, what is the average payment requested
Results

 ‘Table 1 shows the socio-demographic characteristics of the respondents, illustrating  showed that the majority (63%) of the respondents were female, with majority and 40  (40%) within the age range of 26-33 years with a mean age of 2.04 ± 0.953.’ Please correct this sentence.

Most of them attained tertiary education (48%), were predominantly Christians, (97.4%) and the majority were single (55%). Please correct this sentence.

Figure 1. A bar chart showing the duration of the experiences of the respondents. Add ‘in years’
Table 2 shows the majority of respondents (52%) used Rapid Diagnostic Tests (RDTs) for before diagnosing malaria 

The Majority (62%) of respondents believed that treatment can be administered without a laboratory diagnosis and the majority (96%) agreed that laboratory diagnosis is essential. Using an RDT is not necessarily laboratory diagnosis.

ACT Prescription Medicine Selection. Explain ACT after the first use of the abbreviation.
Table 5a shows that most participants of them (22%) mentioned agreed on inconsistent provision of essential resources by government

 with 31% identifying unavailability of laboratory diagnosis was identified as a significant constraint and majority (38%) suggested financial barriers to treatment access and affordability. Please rephrase

Table 5b showed that most (49%) of the respondents agreed to good availability of (Artemisinin-based Combination Therapies) with 41 (41%) agreeing to short duration of therapy and46 (46%) strongly agreed that reduced drug quantity were enabling factors. Please relate the’short duration therapy’; duration of the alternative treatment course?

DISCUSSION

This descriptive study showed that most participants had good knowledge and awareness regarding malaria diagnosis and treatment evidenced by positive responses to questions regarding knowledge and awareness.
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