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	PART  1: Comments



	
	Reviewer’s comment

Artificial Intelligence (AI) generated or assisted review comments are strictly prohibited during peer review.

	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)



	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	This manuscript presents a comprehensive evaluation of genetic variability, heritability, and genetic advance in Capsicum annuum (chilli), which is important for improving crop yield and quality. The study contributes valuable information for breeders aiming to develop high-yielding chilli varieties with improved traits. The findings have potential implications for enhancing genetic improvement strategies under diverse agro-climatic conditions. The dataset of 35 genotypes and 13 agronomic traits strengthens its practical application in plant breeding programs.
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	Yes, the title is clear and appropriate, but for more clarity and scientific tone it's good if slightly changed.
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	The abstract captures the main findings well. However, there are multiple grammatical issues and inconsistent formatting (e.g., "heritabilityascorbic" should be "heritability for ascorbic acid"). The authors should also:
• Clarify the study's objective in one sentence.
• Replace lists of traits with brief general summaries where possible for readability.
• State the conclusion more clearly (e.g., “This suggests considerable potential for genetic improvement in chilli through selection.”)
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	The manuscript is generally scientifically sound and follows accepted statistical procedures (e.g., ANOVA, GCV/PCV, heritability, genetic advance). However, improvements are needed:
Clarity: The writing is often unclear due to grammar and punctuation.
Consistency: Units and symbols (e.g., %, °C) should be consistently used.
Discussion Depth: Results should be compared more critically with previous literature — not just listed.
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	The manuscript includes several relevant and recent references (up to 2022), which is appropriate. Still, authors should:
Add more recent international references beyond Indian studies to increase generalizability.
Standardize formatting (e.g., spacing, punctuation in author lists, journal names).

	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	Tables are useful and clear, but captions could be improved to fully describe content.
The conclusion should summarize key findings with more precision and implications.
Figures (if any) could help visualize variability or trait distributions.
	

	Optional/General comments


	Major Revision — The manuscript presents important findings and a strong dataset but needs substantial revision in language, formatting, and structure to meet scholarly standards
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