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	Reviewer’s comment

Artificial Intelligence (AI) generated or assisted review comments are strictly prohibited during peer review.

	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)



	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	This manuscript provides a timely and critical review of the National Greening Program (NGP) in the Philippines, which is one of the largest reforestation initiatives in Southeast Asia. By synthesizing a decade of peer-reviewed literature, the study offers valuable insights into the program’s ecological, social, and policy dimensions. It highlights gaps in implementation and proposes evidence-based, inclusive approaches for more effective forest restoration. This work will be useful not only for researchers and practitioners in forestry and environmental policy, but also for governments and institutions planning or evaluating large-scale restoration programs globally.
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)
	Yes, the title is suitable. It is concise, informative, and clearly reflects the content of the manuscript. No change is needed.
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	The abstract is comprehensive and well-written. It outlines the background, methodology, key findings, and recommendations effectively. However, the authors may consider briefly specifying the nature of geospatial advancements (e.g., satellite imagery, LiDAR) and examples of biodiversity-sensitive practices recommended, to improve clarity and reader engagement.
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	Yes, the manuscript appears scientifically sound. The thematic grouping is logical, and the synthesis is well-supported by peer-reviewed sources. 
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	The manuscript includes a comprehensive and up-to-date set of references, with most sources published between 2018 and 2024. It effectively combines peer-reviewed studies, government reports, and policy documents relevant to the National Greening Program. Key experts and recent findings on forest restoration, remote sensing, and community engagement are well-represented. For added global context, the inclusion of a few international reforestation initiatives (e.g., Bonn Challenge) is suggested.
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	The language is appropriate for scholarly communication. It is clear, concise, and grammatically sound, with minor improvements needed for flow in some sentences. A light proofreading pass is recommended to enhance readability.
	

	Optional/General comments


	This review contributes significantly to understanding the complexities of implementing a national-scale greening program in a developing country context. The policy and governance analysis are particularly useful. For improved utility, including a short discussion on climate change adaptation or mitigation potential of NGP activities would also add value.
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