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	Reviewer’s comment

Artificial Intelligence (AI) generated or assisted review comments are strictly prohibited during peer review.

	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)



	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	The manuscript is important as it gives updated data on the level of aflatoxin in groundnut flour (Nsinjiro) from markets in Malawi’s central and southern regions, where people eat a lot of groundnut products. It also showcased a big food safety issue that has not been well documented before, especially in local, informal markets. The results can help guide better policies, raise public health awareness, and improve monitoring efforts to reduce risks related to aflatoxin exposure.




	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	The title is suitable. It can equally be shortened to "Aflatoxin Levels in Groundnut Flour from Local Markets in Malawi".



	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	The abstract is comprehensive as it covers the aim, methods, and findings.


	

	Is the manuscript scientifically correct? Please write here.
	Yes, the manuscript is scientifically correct. The methods are well-explained and appropriate, especially the use of HPLC and immunoaffinity columns. The sample size is decent for this kind of study, and the statistical analysis was handled properly.
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	Yes, the references are comprehensive and include relevant recent studies (up to 2022). However, including references from 2023 – 2024 which relates to aflatoxin management would also help to strengthen the recommendation section, such as recent FAO/WHO reports on aflatoxin regulation in developing countries.
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	Yes, but there are some grammatical inconsistencies, awkward sentence structures, and inconsistent use of capital letters and tenses. Editing of these would enhance clarity and readability.
	

	Optional/General comments


	The manuscript makes an important contribution to improving food safety and public health policies in the region. Writing briefly on ways to reduce aflatoxin contamination, such as good farming practices would make the study more practical.
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	Are there ethical issues in this manuscript? 


	(If yes, Kindly please write down the ethical issues here in detail)

The manuscript states that “ethical clearance was obtained from the Institutional Review Board of the University of Cape Coast (ID: UCCIRB/CANS/2022/53)” before data collection. Samples were purchased in public markets without involving human or animal subjects directly, and proper handling of aflatoxin (a hazardous substance) in lab settings is also described. So, no ethical issues observed.
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