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	Reviewer’s comment
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	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)



	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	This manuscript offers significant micro level insights on caste-based inequalities in Kerala, utilizing comprehensive spatial and socio-economic data. It contributes to the understanding of rural marginalization and land inequality, offering important implications for researchers and policymakers. Its localized and ground level findings can help guide towards place sensitive rural development strategies across similar landscapes in India.

	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	Yes, the title of the article is quite suitable and appropriate.
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	Yes, the article's abstract does a good job of summarizing the scope, data and key findings relevant to the study. However, certain changes are recommended:

· The purpose of an abstract is to summarize research and is not a literature review, therefore including citations like (Mohan, 2021) or (Rao & Kannan, 2023) within the abstract is not regarded as a regular academic practice.


	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	Yes, the manuscript appears to be scientifically correct. It significantly advances the disciplines of caste studies, inclusive development planning, and rural geography.


	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	The references given are recent and well aligned, adding few more policies is recommended.
As the manuscript mentions high majority of female population in some panchayats, including more gender focused references is suggested.
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	Yes, the quality of the article is suitable for scholarly communication.
	

	Optional/General comments


	The authors undertaking a detailed and thoughtful study on a socially relevant and often overlooked subject is commendable. Few minor adjustments is recommended:
· The figures in the article needs improvement for better understanding and clarity, several figures like Figure 6., Figure 9., lack clear titles making it difficult to understand what is being represented (e.g., Figure 6. Population of what is being represented? Is it SC population or male/female population?
· Additionally, the fronts are overlapping and blur especially in Figure 5., which affects visual clarity.
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