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	Reviewer’s comment

Artificial Intelligence (AI) generated or assisted review comments are strictly prohibited during peer review.

	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)



	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	The manuscript addresses an important issue related to novice teacher development. Specifically, it examines the potential factors influencing novice teachers’ performance in Tanzania with quantitative analytical approaches. Theoretically, it draws on Vygotsky’s ZPD and discuss the relevance of measured variables to it. 
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	The title of this manuscript is clear, covering the key variables and participants in this study.
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	The abstract is well-structured and comprehensively covers the method, findings, and implication. One thing that deserves more mentioning is the data collection. It is not clear whether the data are collected via self-reported questionnaire, or via other ways. Another improvement could be made by elaborating more on how the key findings related to ZPD, in order to be more consistent with the title of the article.
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	The overall structure of the manuscript is clear. The subsections of methodology and results are well organized. However, there are some improvements could be made. 

First, in the introduction section, the author(s) are suggested to elaborate on how the variables being examined in this study, such as MKO, SI, and CIC, are important and worth investigating. Previous studies examined the relationship between one (or more) of these factors and novice teacher development should be reviewed and discussed. Moreover, since this study is guided by Vygotsky’s ZPD (as it is emphasized by the title), this key literature should be reviewed and discussed how it relates to novice teacher development. 
Second, in the methodology section, the author(s) are suggested to provide more details in terms of how the variables are measured. This can be achieved by adding a subsection called ‘measures/measurement’, and listing how each variable is measured and quantified. 

Third, in the results section, the author(s) are suggested to round the Mean and SD to three decimal places, in both tables and the maintext. In terms of the statistical significance, the author(s) may also examine whether the P value is larger than .05 or not, and marked those variables with p<.001 as *** and p<.05 as **, for the ease of readers when interpreting the results.



	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	The manuscript demonstrates a good attempt to review the latest literature. However, the key literature relevant to this study, Vygotsky’s ZPD, should be discussed at the start of this manuscript. 

	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	The language/English quality of the article is suitable for scholarly communications, though there are some grammatical mistakes, typos (line 4: ‘As noted by the (TanzaniaInvest, 2024),’) and inconsistent wording (e.g., ‘quantitative method’ in abstract, while ‘qualitative method’ in methodology.)
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	Are there ethical issues in this manuscript? 


	(If yes, Kindly please write down the ethical issues here in details)
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