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	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)



	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	i.    The manuscript is important because it is novel in its area of study by focussing on sseasonal bioaccumulation patterns and toxicological risk indices in freshwater fish species of Vembanad backwaters.

ii.    It enhances the existing knowledge base on metal contamination in freshwater fish.
iii.   It highlights the scientific procedure for sampling, preparation and analysis of fish for heavy metal accumulation studies.
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	The title of the article is suitable.
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	The abstract is comprehensive and well structured.
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	The manuscript is scientifically correct because:

i. It manuscript provides a scientific basis of the study through relevant literature review.

ii. It details the scientific methods employed for the study.

iii. It graphically presents the results in the form of tables and figures.
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	The references are sufficient and recent. However, the reference ‘Saha et al., 2016’ cited in the manuscript is not listed in the list of references. The author should endeavour to list it.
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	The language (English) is very suitable for scholarly communications.
	

	Optional/General comments


	The manuscript is a well written and well-presented scientific work.
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