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	Reviewer’s comment

Artificial Intelligence (AI) generated or assisted review comments are strictly prohibited during peer review.

	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)



	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	• Examines the mediating role of financial development in financial inclusion and bank performance.
• Employs a robust mediation analysis framework including Sobel Test and Baron & Kenny’s model.
• Offers actionable insights for policymakers, highlighting the need for structural financial development.

	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	The title is informative and academically appropriate.
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	The abstract is comprehensive and its structure meets academic standards.  The dataset used ( World Development Indicators) and the time frame (1990–2024) could have been brought out  in abstract for better information.
Also there is a misinterpretation of coefficient of FI which was given in Table 5. When the coefficient is negative it is mentioned here as positive.
Another misinterpretation is noticed for financial  development mediation which is mentioned as significant where as in Table 11 its value is not significant and the same was narrated above the table. 

	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	The manuscript appears scientifically sound. However following contradictions need correction/ explanation:
Section 4.2 Quote: The results of the regression analysis indicate that financial inclusion has a significant positive effect on the financial performance of banks, explaining approximately 70.7% of the variation in financial performance. Unquote. Similar statement was made in the conclusion section also.
In the Table 5 the coefficient for FI is (-3.000). The same was correctly explained above the table 5. As mentioned above the misinterpretation was also there in abstract.
In Table 11 FD coefficient is 2.000 and p=0.823

Above the table 11 : Quote: The coefficient for Financial Development (FD) is 2.000; however, the p-value of .823 indicates that this relationship is not statistically significant.”  Unquote
In section 4.2 : Quote : “The Sobel Test confirms that the mediation effect is statistically significant…” Unquote

In conclusion : Quote: However, the results also showed that financial development plays a mediating role in this relationship,” Unquote

In abstract: Quote: “The Sobel Test confirms that the mediation effect of financial development is statistically significant.”  Unquote.
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	The references are sufficient and mostly recent.
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	Generally good English. But some expressions are a bit colloquial and awkward. There are some long sentences which could be broken into smaller sentences. Suggested a grammar check with standard software. 
	

	Optional/General comments


	1. Manuscript is very lengthy having more than 10000 words.  Certain concepts are explained in so much detail, which  could have been brief and effective. 
2. In this manuscript,  “mediation” in section 2.1.2 is different from statistical “mediation” explained in section 2.1.1. It is more focused on trust building , transparency in financial services so as to resolve conflicts between financial service providers and underserved communities. The relevance of this to the objective of this article is questionable.
3. Section 2.1.1 : Quote: “Mediation is, therefore, a process of mitigating conflicting views or opinions between two or more parties through the involvement of an independent third party, known as a mediator.” Unquote. This statement is wrongly placed  in section 2.1.1.

4. In section 2.2.1 review of performance theory: Quote:   “By recognising the complex interplay between internal and external factors and by adopting a holistic approach to understanding organisational performance, policymakers can design policies and strategies that promote financial inclusion and bank performance in sub-Saharan Africa.” Unquote.  If the objective is to study whether financial inclusion improves bank performance, it is premature to suggest policies that promote both until we know the answer. If the answer is positive, then promoting financial inclusion, which improves performance, should be recommended. 

5. In section 2.2.2
Quote : “The Financial Intermediary Theory, also known as the "Financial Intermediary" theory,….” Unquote. To be corrected.
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	Are there ethical issues in this manuscript? 


	(If yes, Kindly please write down the ethical issues here in details)
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