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	Reviewer’s comment
Artificial Intelligence (AI) generated or assisted review comments are strictly prohibited during peer review.

	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)

	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	This manuscript makes a significant contribution to fisheries economics and resource management literature by providing a comprehensive economic analysis of different fishing craft types in one of India's major marine fishing districts. The study addresses a critical gap in understanding resource use efficiency across mechanized, motorized, and non-motorized fishing operations, which is essential for developing evidence-based fisheries management policies. The application of Cobb-Douglas production functions to analyze input-output relationships in marine fishing provides valuable insights for optimizing resource allocation and improving economic viability of fishing operations. Given the increasing pressure on marine resources and the need for sustainable fishing practices, this research offers practical guidance for policymakers and fisheries managers in developing targeted interventions for different fishing sectors.


	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	Craft-specific assessment of resource use efficiency of marine fisheries in Balasore district of Odisha
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	Suggestions:

Include the specific time period of data collection

Mention the villages studied (currently only mentions "six villages")

Add a brief statement about the policy implications of the findings


	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	The manuscript is scientifically sound with appropriate methodology and analysis. 
The use of Cobb-Douglas production function is well-justified and correctly applied. 
The cost-return analysis follows standard economic evaluation procedures. 
The statistical analysis appears robust with good R² values (0.94 for mechanized, 0.84 for motorized, and 0.91 for non-motorized units). 
The interpretation of efficiency ratios (MVP/MFC) is accurate and consistent with economic theory. 
The conclusions are well-supported by the data and analysis presented.


	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	The references are generally sufficient and cover relevant literature in fisheries economics and resource efficiency. Most references are appropriately recent, though some additional contemporary studies could strengthen the literature review.

Suggestions: 

More recent studies on climate change impacts on fisheries economics

Recent work on fuel efficiency in fishing operations

Contemporary literature on sustainable fisheries management in the Indian Ocean region

Recent FAO reports on small-scale fisheries economics
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	The English quality is generally good and suitable for scholarly communication. 
The manuscript demonstrates clear scientific writing with appropriate technical terminology. There are minor grammatical issues and some awkward phrasing that could be improved through careful proofreading, but these do not significantly impact readability or comprehension. 
The technical content is well-presented and the structure follows standard academic format.


	

	Optional/General comments


	This is a well-executed study that provides valuable insights into marine fishing economics and would be a useful addition to the scientific literature. The research methodology is robust, employing appropriate statistical techniques including the Cobb-Douglas production function and comprehensive cost-return analysis to evaluate resource efficiency across different fishing craft types. The findings offer practical implications for fisheries policy, particularly in identifying specific areas where different fishing sectors can optimize their resource allocation - such as the need for fuel-efficient technologies in mechanized units and the potential for scaling up motorized operations.

The manuscript would benefit the broader scientific community working on fisheries economics, marine resource management, and sustainable development in coastal regions. 
The detailed economic analysis and efficiency ratios presented could serve as a model for similar studies in other fishing regions, contributing to a growing body of evidence needed for evidence-based fisheries management policies.
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