EDITORIAL COMMENTS FORM 

	EDITORIAL COMMENT’S on revised paper (if any)
	Authors’ response to editor’s comments

	i) 1. Title of the manuscript: The title is broad and has a promising context.
	I have decided to change the Title and replace with this- 

Microbiological Water Quality Disparities Among Tribal and Non-Tribal Farm Households in Assam



	ii) Abstract: Well briefed but considering water quality as a broad term with multiple parameters such chemical, physical, heavy metals etc, the context covered is very narrow.
	Revised the abstract to more clearly specify that the study focuses on the microbiological aspects of water quality (see Abstract, lines 15–28). While water quality includes various parameters, this study emphasized microbial contamination due to its public health relevance in rural Assam.

	iii) Introduction: Well written.
	Thank you.

	iv) Materials and method: This section is not well presented since it misses all information about the study area, summarized as a report rather than having several subsections as a manuscript paper.
	This section has been substantially revised. Subsections have been clearly introduced, including:

· The Study Area

· Data Collection and Sampling Procedure

· Determination of Bacterial Load (Standard Plate Count Method)



	v) Results and discussion: The coverage is extremely limited in terms of analyzed parameters, it lacks designs that could impress the reader and novelty is merely missing.
	The Results and Discussion section has been revised

	vi) Contextual coverage: The coverage seems to be isolated entity as other water quality parameters and critical discussion are missing.


	As per the revised scope, the study specifically focuses on microbial water quality, aligned with public health concerns. This focus is now tried for clearly stated in the Abstract, Introduction, and Discussion.
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