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	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	The author begins the introduction by effectively setting the context of the study within national and international frameworks. The author correctly identifies Republic Act No. 11036 as the key legal basis for mental health services in the Philippines. This section also successfully incorporates findings from previous local studies in locations like Lanao del Sur and the CALABARZON region, which strengthens the paper's foundation. The author clearly argues for the necessity of this research by pointing out the implementation gaps of existing policies in correctional settings.

Regarding the methodology, the author made a suitable choice in using a qualitative phenomenological research design to understand the lived realities of the PDLs. This section clearly describes the data collection methods, which included in-depth interviews and focus group discussions. The author's use of thematic analysis is appropriate for interpreting the narrative data gathered from the 75 participants.

The results and discussion are presented in a clear and organized manner. The author categorizes the coping mechanisms based on the severity of the offenses: grave, less grave, and light felonies. This section is strengthened by the inclusion of direct textual references from the participants, which provides authenticity to the themes identified, such as spiritual coping and the desire for education. The author effectively links the findings to existing literature, showing how the results support or expand upon previous research. To further enhance this section, the author could offer a more detailed comparative analysis, explaining why certain coping strategies might be more prevalent in one group compared to another.

The author concludes the paper by skilfully summarizing the main findings. This section reiterates that spirituality is a dominant coping mechanism across all participant groups. The author strongly ties the study's insights to the urgent need for a comprehensive wellness program that is aligned with the Mental Health Act. The conclusion effectively argues that PDLs are active agents in their own survival and growth, reinforcing the call for rights-based and rehabilitative interventions.

This manuscript is an important contribution to the scientific community. The author provides critical insights into the informal coping strategies used by PDLs in a specific local jail. This research gives a voice to the incarcerated and highlights the significant gap between national mental health policies and their implementation in correctional facilities. The findings present a strong, evidence-based argument for developing context-sensitive and humanizing wellness programs in prisons.
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	It is quite long. A more concise title could be more impactful while still conveying the essential information.
I suggest that “Coping and Resilience Among Persons Deprived of Liberty: A Case Study of Laoang Sub-Provincial Jail.”
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	The author could briefly mention that the coping mechanisms showed some nuances across the different offense categories. The current abstract states spiritual coping was dominant "across all categories" but does not hint at the specific differences that are detailed later in the paper. Adding a short phrase like, “...with notable variations in focus depending on the severity of the offense” could more accurately reflect the richness of the study's results and entice the audience to read the full analysis.

The author could make the link between the PDLs' struggles and the proposed solution more direct. For example, after mentioning “anxiety, uncertainty, and institutional neglect,” the author could rephrase the conclusion to state more explicitly that the proposed wellness program is designed to directly address these identified gaps. This would create a stronger narrative thread within the abstract.
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	Yes
The research has a well-defined goal, which is to explore the coping mechanisms of Persons Deprived of Liberty (PDLs) at a specific jail to inform the creation of a wellness program.

The study employs a qualitative phenomenological research design, which is a suitable method for exploring the lived experiences and realities of individuals. The use of in-depth interviews and focus group discussions for data collection and thematic analysis to interpret the data are standard and accepted practices in social science research.

The conclusions are logically derived from the presented findings. For instance, the paper identifies themes like "spiritual coping" and "self-reflection coping" and supports them with direct quotes from the participants. The overall conclusion that PDLs rely heavily on informal coping mechanisms due to a lack of formal support is well-supported by the evidence presented in the results sections.

The author effectively situates the study within the context of existing laws like Republic Act No. 11036 (Mental Health Act), international guidelines from the World Health Organization, and findings from other relevant local and international studies. This demonstrates that the research builds upon and contributes to an established body of knowledge.
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	The majority of the sources cited are from within the last five years (2019-2024). This demonstrates that the author has engaged with current research in the field.
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	The text is free from significant grammatical errors. The sentence structure is varied and coherent, contributing to the overall readability of the article.
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