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	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	This manuscript offers a significant contribution to the scientific community by empirically examining the complex interplay between mineral exploitation, governance, and education in the Democratic Republic of Congo. By applying robust ARDL-based models over a long time span (1990–2023), the study provides valuable insights into both the short-term and long-term impacts of resource extraction on educational access. The mediation analysis further enriches the discourse by identifying corruption control as a critical channel through which mining affects educational outcomes. These findings not only advance the academic understanding of the resource-development nexus but also offer practical policy implications for resource-rich developing countries aiming to achieve sustainable development through improved governance and education investment.
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“Mineral Exploitation and Education in the DRC: The Role of Governance”
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	  Clearly defines the topic (mineral exploitation and education in the DRC).

  Identifies the methodological approach (ARDL and mediation analysis).

  Highlights key findings (short- and long-term effects; governance as a mediating factor).

 Ends with a strong policy implication.
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	The manuscript is scientifically well-conceived and methodologically robust
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	Yes, the references cited in the manuscript are both sufficient and recent, effectively supporting the study’s theoretical and empirical foundations.
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