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	Reviewer’s comment

Artificial Intelligence (AI) generated or assisted review comments are strictly prohibited during peer review.

	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)



	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	The manuscript provides significant insights into the intersection of credit sales and market competition in the Nigerian flour industry, with a particular focus on master bakers in Ondo State. 
It is important to the scientific and business community because it empirically explores the long-standing but increasingly risky practice of selling flour on credit a strategy historically used to drive competitiveness and customer loyalty.
The study uncovers how this approach, while once beneficial, has now become a source of financial instability and widespread bad debts, particularly among small-scale bakers.

By presenting data on credit defaults, business closures, and declining numbers of flour distributors, the manuscript highlights the structural challenges in trade credit systems within the informal economy.
 It also contributes to the literature by linking moral hazard behavior, financial literacy deficits, and competition-induced risk-taking in B2B contexts. 
These findings are not only locally relevant but also provide a framework that can inform credit risk management practices in similar emerging market economies. 
Thus, the manuscript fills a critical gap in understanding the dynamics of informal credit and its implications for business sustainability.
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	The title is somewhat clear but contains a grammatical issue. The use of a question mark after "credit" is incorrect and confusing.
Suggested Alternative Titles:

"Competition and Credit Sales in the Nigerian Flour Market: Evidence from Master Bakers in Ondo State"
"The Impact of Credit Sales on Competitiveness and Business Survival: A Study of Flour Distributors in Ondo State"

	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	The current abstract of the article provides a general overview, but it is not fully comprehensive and would benefit from clearer structure, improved clarity, and the inclusion of key methodological and result-based insights.
No clear statement of the research objective or question.
Methodology is missing (data source, approach, sample, etc.).

Key findings are not clear no numbers or data trends mentioned.

Implications are too general need clearer recommendations or significance.

Grammar/structure issues e.g., “helps to ensure” could be “helps ensure,” and awkward phrasing like “quick turnover” should be contextualized.


	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	Yes, the manuscript is scientifically correct in its premise and empirical orientation, but it requires methodological clarification, objective tone enhancement, and analytical depth to meet the standard of a rigorous academic publication.
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	The references are moderately sufficient and include a few recent studies. However, the manuscript would benefit from additional scholarly sources focusing on informal credit systems, SME financing in developing economies, and behavioral aspects of trade credit. Including such references would enhance the theoretical grounding and relevance of the findings.
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	The manuscript demonstrates a solid understanding of the subject, but the language requires significant improvement to meet scholarly standards. Grammatical errors, informal tone, and awkward phrasing are present throughout the paper. A thorough professional language editing or copyediting is recommended to enhance clarity, precision, and academic tone.
	

	Optional/General comments


	The manuscript addresses an important and under-researched issue in the Nigerian flour distribution and baking sector—namely, the tension between maintaining competitiveness through credit sales and the increasing risks of bad debts and business failure. The empirical focus on master bakers in Ondo State provides localized insight that can inform broader discussions on informal credit systems and SME sustainability in developing economies.

However, the manuscript requires improvements in several areas before it can be considered for publication:

a) The methodology section should be more clearly defined and explained.

b) The language needs professional editing to enhance academic readability and tone.

c) The references are useful but would benefit from expansion to include more recent and context-specific sources.

d) Some subjective or anecdotal language should be replaced with evidence-based statements or more neutral phrasing.

Despite these issues, the study has strong practical implications and contributes meaningfully to the understanding of credit dynamics in B2B trade within emerging markets. With appropriate revisions, the manuscript has the potential to make a valuable scholarly contribution.

Manuscript has potential but needs substantial improvements before acceptance. With focused editing, clearer methodology, and stronger analysis, it could be considered for publication.
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